14

“ Anr, T11.—Hostages shall be given by said tribes, who shall be sent into the
settlements, and thersin remain, until the termination of all the “differerices with
the United States and ssid tribes, by & couneil to be holden for that purposs.

“Amt. IV.—All the prisoners in the possession of said tribes shall immediately
bmn.ht. to Fort Wayne, or some other post, snd delivered to the di
offieer.”

After the Articles were signea by s number of the chiefs and head men of the
several tribes mentioned in the armistice, the Indians who were at Detroit, amount~
to 8,400, were for some time furnished with provisions from the public stores,
and, finally, with the exception of about two hundred warriors, sent off to their
respective villages wnd hunting-grounds. In June, 1814, about one thousand
Miamis (of whom about seven hundred were women and children), in s state of
destitution, assembled st Fort Wayne for the purpose of obtaining food to keep
them from starvation. The warriors were supplied with ammunition for the use of
their hunting parties, and with half-rations of meat and flour; the women and
were furnished regularly with small quantities of provisions. The Potta-
ies, in iderabl b and destitution, followed the Miamis

to Fort Wayne where their wants were temporarily relieved.

Before the opening of spring, in 1814, several deputies from the Miamis, Potta~
watomies, add other Northwestern tribes, assembled at Dayton, Ohio, where they
were informed of the genersl terms upon which they would be received the
friends and allies of the people of the United States. T'he persistent efforta of Con-
gress to pacify the Indians, notwithstanding their repeated violation of treaty,
must command the ungualificd approbation of all nations. On the 8th of July,
1814, Gen. Hurrigon said: ** My children, the object of this council is to bury the
hatchet with such of the tribes as have lately borne arms ngainst us, and who have
accepted invitations to come hevre upon condition of receiving that which we shall
offer them, to make war upou the British. Those who nocept this proposition will
be cherished by their futher, the President of the United States, as they were before
the war.” —[American State Papers, Indian Affairs, Vol IV, p. 829.] This course
was dictated on account of (he British having secured certain Indians as allies, and
they were devastating American settiements ; and also to make an earnest of the
pledges often made heretofore in treaty,

The principul speakers on the part of the Indians were Capt. Charley, an Eel
River Miami; Picon, principal chicf of the Miamis; Crane, head chief of the
Wyandots ; Quicksee (five medals), a Pottawatomie chief; Wabn-cheeky (white
ﬂlﬂ), an Ottawn, and Little Otter, a Kickapoo. A sentiment strongly in favor of
peace seemed to prevail wmong those Indians, who, having been engaged in the
war against the United Siates, were presentat the council ; but the tribes generally,
the Miamis especially, desired to be permitted to observe a state of neutrality
with reapect to the war between the Unit States and Great Britain, which
was not regarded with fuvor by the Commissioners. Ou the 11th of July, Gov.
Cass delivered to the Miwmis, Pottawntomies and Kickapoos in council, o speech
in which he said : *“At the commencement of the present war between the United
States and Great Brituin, it was the wish of your father, the President of the
Beventeen Fires, that you should remain neutrul; the war did not concern you; it
concerned us alone. Messages were therefore sent to the different tril
all know, requesting them to remuin quiet nt home. Instead of liste ing to us,
however, your ears were open (o the lies of the British; yon took up the toma-
bawk in their belinlf; and you fought on their side until we had thrown them on
their backs. Your great father, the President of the United States, has found that
you cannot remuin neutral; that you eannot or will not remain at peace, but must
fight on one side or the other, aud that, if you wre not for us, you wonld be against
ug. * ¥ * You huve come forward to take us by the hand; we are equally
unxious to take you by the hund; but you must take up The tomahaw
us, strike ourencmies ; then your great father, the President, will for
"To this they reluctuutly nsseuled, after being assured by Gov. ¢
States had nojother torms to offer.  1u the course of the proce
the deputations from the Pottawatomie

a8 you

ad, with

that the
lings of the council,

Kicknpoos, Ottuwas and Weas, and from
other tribes or bands which had been regirded a8 enemies of the United Stites
expressed their willinguess to engage in the war against the sh; and the

Miamis, with the cxeeption of two chiefs, finally ngreed to accept the lerns of
peace which were offered to them by the Commissioners. A treaty was preparved,
explained to them seutence by sentence und signed on the 22 of July, 1814, hy
**a number of Indinn chiefsof ench nution (herein numed.” .

Abont fourteen hundred

and fifty warriors were present at this treaty.  Ou the Ist of August, o buge
number of warriors set out for Letroit, in conpuny with Gen. s, leaving their
women and childven at Greeuville to be supported at the expense of the United
States.  From this period to the close of the war, the Indinns of the Northwest
who were pariies to the trewty of Greenville praposed to live on terms of peace

und friendship with (he United States.  Early in I'ebrunry, 1815, before the ratifica-
tion of the treaty of peace, the Governor of the Tudian Territory obtnined inforn
tion which induced him to helicve that many of the Pottawatomies and some of
the Northwestern tribes were recciving from the British lurge supplies of powder,
lead und flints, nnd that the main body of these tribes were ial ng preparations
to attack the fronticr settlements of fudinna. A geuernl order was therefore
issued requiring all commmndants of vegiments, battalions, companies, ete.,
throughout the country * to hold themselves in resdiness to mareh at short notice,”
and to ** be prepured to wmeet the enemy, as oceasion might require, either by whole
corpe or by detail trom eac Gene dated * Headquarters, Jetferson-
ville, February 25, 1815." Signed by 4 'n, Adjutant General.] In 1815,
some small parties skulked in th nity of the Wubash River and perpetrated
some acts of savage warfire. September 8, 1815, u treaty was concluded between
*'the United States of America and the Wyandot, Delaware, Seneea, Shawnee,
Miami, Chippewa, Ottawa and Pottawitowie tribes of lndinns, re ing within the
limits of the State of Obio and the Ter¥itories of Indiana and Michigan.” These
tribes ngreed to renow and confirm ull former treaties with the United States to
which they were respectively parties, and to pluce themselve:
of the United Stutes, **aud no other power whatsoever.”

The Shawnee Prophet, who nttended some of the sessions of the council at
Spring Wells, retired with a few followers across the river Detroit to the British
territory before the treaty was signed. They professed, however, in open council,
before they went away, the most paciiic intentions, and declared that they would
adhere to any treaty made by the chiefs who remained. Some time afterward, the
prophet returned to the Shawuve settlement, in the State of Ohio, whence, with
a bund of Shawnees, he removed to the Indian territory, on the west side of the
Mississippi River, where he died in 1834, The British Goverument allowed hiwn a
pension from the year 1513 until the time of his death. Tecumseh, the distin-
guished brother of the prophet, wus killed at the buttle of the Thames on the 5th of
QOotober, 1818.

There had been uo less than four trenties made with the Pottawatomies—1828,
1882, 1834, and 183G, The fullowing sachcws and band chiefs signed the treaty
at Greenville, in the territory of the United States, on the 3d of August, 1795:
For the Pottawatomies of the river St. Juseph, Thupeneba, his x mark; Nawae
(for himself and brother Et-si-me-the), his x ark ; Nun-an-se-ka, his mark;
Kees-aus, or Sun, hiy mark ; Ku-ba-mu-shaw (for himself and brother Chi-sau-gan,
his x murk ; Sug-gin-unk, his x wark; Wap-me-ne, or White-Pidgeon, his x mark;
Wa-che-nesy (for himself wnd brother Peda. -shok), his x mark ; Wab-shi-caw-
naw, his x nwurk; La Chasse, she-ge-then-ogh (for himself and
brother Wa-wa-seh), his mark wash, his x mark; An-e-wa-saw, his x
wark ; Naw-budgh, his x ma 1-0-go-mnw, his x mark; Wa-we ag-she,
his x mark w-e, or Le Blar x mark ; Gee-que (for himself and brother
She-win-se), his x mark.
It will be remembered, thatu remarkable privilege wus embodied in this treaty,
o wit:

e‘Arricte VLI 'The said tribes (Wyandots, Delawares, Shawnees, Oltawas,
Chippewas, Pottawatomies, Minmis, Lel River, Weas, Kickapoos, Pianheshaws
ond Kaskaskius) of [ndinns, parties to this treaty, shall be at liberty to hunt
within the territory and lands which they have now ceded to the United States,
without hindrance or molestation, so long as they demean themselves peaceably,
and offer np injury to the people of the United States.” * * *

The United States nuw leliv

-

s under the protection

to the said Indian tribes, a quantity of goods to
the value of $20,00U, the pt whereof they do hereby acknowledge; and,
hencsforth, every year forever, the United States will deliver at some convenient
place, northward of the river Ohio, like usetul goods, suited to the circumstances
of the Lndians, of the value of $0,500; reckoning that value at the first cost of the
goods in the vity or place in the United States, where they shall be purchased.
By this treaty $16,000 was paid, sud a perpetua! annuity was guaranteed to tho
different tribes, parties to it. ‘The sum of $4,000 was secured to the President, in
trust for them, by the Connecticut Land Company, and the proprietors of the half
million acres of Iand, called **Sufferers’ Land.” = The same compuny and propri-
etors seoured to the President $2,916.57, to raise an annuity of $175—part of said
snnuity of $1,000. These were the amounts paid by the agents of the Western
Reserve for the cession of the Indian lands,

ABORIGINAL HISTORY.

Thisis a ssmple of the dealing between the Government snd the * poor Indians."”
Government also established Indian agencies, at great exp the d
tion and benefit of their wards, and granted large traots of land to the descend-
ants of chiefs, Instance:

“The United States agree to grant to each of the following persons, being
Miami Indians by birth, and their heirs, the tracts of land herein described :

“To Joseph Richardville and Joseph Richardville, Jr., two sections of land,
one on each side of the St. Mary's River, and below the reservation made on that
river by the treaty of Greenville, in 1705.

*To Francis Godfroy, six sections of land on the Salamonie River, at a place
called La Petite Prairie.

“To Lewis Godfroy, six sections of land upon St. Mary's River, above the
reservation of Anthony Shane. -

¢ To Charley, & Miami Chief, one section of land on the west side of St. Mary’s
River, below the section granted to Pemetche, or the crescent.

“To Frangois La Fountain and his son, two sections of land adjoining and above
the two sections granted to Jean Baptiste Richardville, near Fort Wayne, and on
the same side of the Si. Mary’s River.

“To the children of Antoine Rivarre, two sections of land at the mouth of
Twenty-seven-Mile Creek, and below the same.

*“To Peter Labadie, one section of land on the river St. Mary's, below the soc-
tion granted to Charley.

**To the son of George Hunt, une section of land on the west sida of St. Mary's
River, adjoining the two sections granted to Frangois La Fountain and his sou.

*“To Joseph Beaubien, one section of land on the left bank of the St. Mary's,
above and adjoining the three sections granted to Jean Richardville,

**To William Wayne Wells, Mary Wells and Jane Turner Wells, half blooded
Miamis, were each granted one section of land.”

It would be tedious to trace the red man in his waiderings, to consider his
skill in hunting, or his prowess as a warrior, however interesting the details might
now and then appear.  “ Lord of the forest,” he has been the arbiter of his own
fortunes, and yet,

» sngle-feuthered crown he weurs,
Capping in pride his kingly brow;
But his crownloss hat in grief declaves,
* L awom an uathroned monnroh now
*0, noble son of & royal line!’
xcliim, a8 T guze {nto Lis face,

* How shall I knit my soul to thi;
How right t

s wrongs of thine injured race
-y glorious one?
wa my soul wapices.
s son
Nis ruthless sives!
s wpeades ! that hief!
Fron his marble lips ¢ CeeNts Come |
And T enteh the sound of Lis wighty grie
“Ple’ gi' e tree cent for it somn rm !

X
To southe thy
Speak ! and siy how she
the w

THE ABORIGINES OF KOSCIUSKO,
BY MEPCALFE BECK AND WILLIAM C. (GRAVES,

When our white settlers first pitched their tents within the
Kosciusko County, Ind., they found a large number of-origi
soil still in possession.  These had, indeed, ceded most of the
Government, but they still remnined domiciled upon smull trac
and were unwilling witnesses of the pale-fuced irruption.

The largor number of these aboriginals were composed of sections, or tribes asthey
were usunlly called, of the P omie nution. There were also two or thr
tribes of the Minni nation, who oceupied the country on the Wabash, and extendeid
into Northeastern Indinun, and as far west us the Turkey Creek prairies, of this
county.

Ihie villages of our Pottawatomies were along the Tippecanoe River, in the cen-
teal pirt of the county,  The principal Pottawatomie tribes were those headed by
the chiofs Mus-quaw-buck, Mo-no-quet, Che-cose and Mo-ta.,

Mus-quaw-bucic’s village was loeated upon the south bank of the Ti; pecanon,
upon the sume site with the present village o Oswego.
the present village of Monoquet is sitnated.  This was il st inrportant village
in point of population. Checose’s village was on the river just below Warsaw,
Mota's village still further down toward Atwooi,

There were some other chiefs within the county, whose
their bands dwindled away, from unknown causes, and thei

on now known as
al claimants of the
wls to the General
reserved to them,

Monoquet’s village, where

names are forgotien ;
villages were depopu-

lated.  More than half of the Tndina population in 1835, not including the Muunis,
were followers of Monoquet and Musquawbuek.
The principal Minni clhiefs were Flathelly and Waw-wa-esse, called Wiwbee fir

shovt.  Wawbee's village was sitnated near the
for him, about two and a half iles southeast of Milford, Flatbelly's villuge wus
northeast of Leeshurg, near the east line of the county, in the county of Noble.
We mention him awong our vesident cliefs, | portion of his estate luy
within the miel he was well known to our

utheast coruer of the lake eallod

tlers.,

, presided over and governed by the chiefs named, were found
living upon reservat to them by t les with our Government. I
and ~everal chidls of y bl vecently wed with the grand sachems
of the Pottawatomics and Minmis from othe in seversl treativs wvith the
United States, whereby they had surrendored the greater poviion of their lands in
Ilinois, Indiana and Michigan.

In a treaty concluded with the Pottawaton: on the Tippecanve River, October
26, 1 Musquawbuck, Monvguet, Macose, Benack and Mota were among the
high contrac! Edward artuey, a white, who afterward became a
citizen of the county, was one of the interpretors,

States and the united nations of Chippewas,

In a treaty bgtween the United
Ottawas and Pottawatomies, concluded at Chicngo, on the 1st day of October, 1824,
whereby certain territory aloug the west shore of Lake Michigan, was ceded to the
United States, chief Monoguet was one of the participants.

But the most importaut treaty in its consequences to our settlers, was that
which was signed between Commissioners on the part of the United States, and the
chiefs of the Pottawatomies, of lndiana and Michigan, on the Tippecanoe River,
Octobe o 1832, and ratitied by the President nud Senate, January 21, 1833, The
news of the ratification of this treaty, which reached here about the last of Febru-
ary, 1833, was the signal for immediate occupation of the lands by the whites,

At this treaty, our Indians (while consenting through necessity to the cession of
the greater portion of their inheritance) had small tracts reserved as homes for
their several tribes. These veservations were made so as to include their several
villages.

To Musquawbuck was reserved four seetions of land, including his village and
Bone Prairie,

To Monoquet, four sections, including liis village, and extending south to Warsaw.

To Mota, four sections on the river newr Atwood.

‘To Benack, eight sections in Kosciusko and Marshall Counties.

To Mury Ann Benack, three sections on Big Prairie.

To Checose, four sections just below Warsaw,

We may here remark by way of purenthesis, that it wus upon this reservation
of Checose, that Peter Warner, the first white settler south of the praivies, pitched
his cabin. Finding vut soon after that he was upon Checose’s lund, Warner hunted
up that digoitary, and proposed to buy of him a quarter-section, to which Checose
blandly consented, and received from Wurner some $600 in exchange for attaching
his autographic cross to a deed of conveyance. Warner, unacquainted with affairs
of State, was not aware that by a beautiful on of our luws, Checose was regarded
us the head prince of a foreign nation, with whom our national authorities alone
could contract. Finding out afterward that his treaty with the high contracting
power was not a valid one, Warner applied to Congress for relief, and was gener-
ously authorized by an act approved July 20, 1840, to enter tie land at $1.25 per
acre, thus securing him against competing purchasers.

On the 17th day of December, 1834, Moin. with seventeen of his tribe, con-
cluded a special treaty with the United States, by which, for u certain considera-
tion, he ceded kLis four sections to the Government, and agreed to remove all his
tribe west of the Mississippi River, hy October 27, 1835.

The Miami chief, Flatbelly, had thirty-six seetions of land in the counties of
Noble and Kosciugko reserved to Lim by the treaty of Wabash in 1826. At a sub-
sequent treaty, concluded nt the forks of the Wabnsh, October 23, 1834, the Miami
Indians ceded several large tracts of land to the Government, situated on the
Wabash, el and Salamonie Rivers, and among the rest ceded the aforesaid thirty-
six sections of Flatbelly's, At thisimportant treaty no less than seventy-two chiefs
participated and signed the articles—Flatbelly’s name heading the list—Wabee's
the fourth name. and the seventy-second name was that of the noted John B.
Richardwlle, of the St. Mary's River.

All the Indian chieftains whom we have named as residents of this country,
were, in 1836, men well advanced in years, ranging from 55 to 70 years of age,

and were undoubtedly more or less prominently cqnnected with the stirring events
i border warfare before and during the war of 1812. .The chief (Monoquet)
informed W. C. Graves, in January, 1835, that he was in the Tippecanoe battle-
ground engagement of 1811.  Mr. Graves learned throngh others that Musquaw-
buck was also in that battle. It is known that all the Indian warriors of this
region, living at that day, were under the general command of Tecumseh and the
Propliet, and were encamped at or near the Prophet’s town at the time of that bat-
tle.  As all the chiefs to whom we have alluded were in the prime of manhood in
1811, it is reasonable to believe that they were all either upon or near that battle-
field upon that eventful 7th of November, 1811.

Chief Monoquet was, in 1836, about G0 years of age, a rather spare man, ubove
the medium height, of a dark color, high forehead, small, bright eyes, aquiline
uose and stern countenance, looking as though he inWerited all the antipathy of his
race to the whites. He died at his village in the spring of 1836, and, according to
the Indian custom in the interment of chiefs, was buried in o sitting posture, with
his pony and implements of war, about half n mile from his village, on the south
side of the river. Hig grave, surrounded by poles, was to be seen for several
years after. His son, & young man of fine appearance, whose Indian nume is not
recollected, but was usually known as Jim Monoquet by the whites, was crowned
by his warriors as chief, with great rejuicing, the ceremonies lasting about seven
days,

In spelling ghe name of this chief, we lmve adhered to the universal custom
adopted by the whites at that period; but his name has heen variously spelled in
the official records where he has been veferred to.  In the different treaties where
he has borne a purt, his name bas been spelled in the following different ways :
Menucquett, Mehoquet, Menukquet and Manoguett.  OF course, where n party
never spells his own name, he is at the merey of those who do. In the pronuncis-
tion of his name, the whites always accent the second syllable; the Indians
neeented the thivd.

The old ehief, Musquawbuck, was wbout 65 years of age. His nnme is vari-
ously spelle I in the different treaties with the Govermment ; sometimes Mis-squaw-
buck, which we think best agrees with the Indian pronuncintion ; at other times,
Mes-qua-buck ; but we write it necording to the general enstom among the white
settlers.  Musquawbuck died abont the swne date with Monoquet, but whether
before or after it is not recollected,  The Musquawbuck Gunily were not of the
dark eopper eolor usual wmong the Indinn tribes, but bove s greater resemblance
to the light mulattoes of the South, in their complexion.  Of all the Indiaus in the
eounty, this old chief was the finest specimen of physieal manhood. Lavge, erect,
squave-built, aml in every vespeet well-proportioned, his éhutour was nlmost per-
feet.  Iis fine hewd, and high, majestic forehead, strongly reminded one of Daniel
Webster.  Nature had evidently bestowed upon him all the clements of greatness.
Opportunity and ealtivation alone were Incking. s weigh was ahout 180 ponnds,
e had several sons, who, though resemhling him in color and weneral hearing,
were none of them his equal in the eyes of a stranger. Two of his sons—Mucose
and Mazette—were twins, A thivd, ealled John, was killed in o quarrel. A fourth,
called Bill by the whites, was the youngest, and a decided pet, withal.  He was
about 25 years of nge, extremely fond of white company, spoke fuir English, was a
great favorite and extremely popul v among the whites.  When the Indinns were
vemoved to the West, Bill lToft with great reluctance, having to put with white
friends, in addition to the watoval re ab lewving hisowative land wnd home.

Chieeose, Mot and the Les<er Pottnwatomie chiols were less known among the
whites, theie Lands having been weeatly
ined here hut a short thne afy

cedueed in number, and loying also
 the whites came. Mota iy best recdollected
from the fact that he had been deprived of n portion of his wose. e was also an
old wan.

Tlee Misni eliers, Wiw-wa ¢l Flathelly, were believed Lo be brothers
and were in the neighborhood of 60 years of e, dark copper-colored, rathe
Heshy, s, in the ease of Flubelly, ineline L to corpulency.  Wabee, as the first-
nned was usually ealled, wore asilver ving at tmes, ansl at other ‘tined w fish-

hone theough the cavtilivge of his nose
Flatbelly was wndonbredly one of the wost powerful chiets of the Miami
Nation. L aubdition to his reserve of thivty-six seetions of land, he alone, of all
the Inding ehiers i #ion, enjoyedl the Tuxary of a brick house, a one-story
or i by e United States. Tt was sitaated in the southenst

building er
corner of hisy
T Tl

e

pulation of the county did not wueh, it any, excesd 500 nt the

time of the wreival of the whites,  Mr. Beck estimates it ul that figuve, propor-
tioned among the teilies ns follo Wawhees, 755 Musquawbueks, 125; Mono-
quets, Laos Plathellys, 75 Checose, Motas and® otheps, 75; total, 500, Mr.

Graves, while he thinks the torml amount about corveet, believes that Monoguet’s
village contained nenr 500 inluhitints in the summer of 1555, A

e Indinns of the Monoquet und, Musguawbuek tribes rewained here ten years
nfter the treaty, when they wore vemoved by the Government to the west of the
Mississippi River, by Alex. Coquillurd, of South Bend, who obtained the contract
for their removal.

THE OLD SETTLERS' HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION,

This re-union was held in the Court House June 17, 1869, and ushered in a new
era to many of those pio , siznalized hy the renewal of old and the beginuing
of new friendships.  The influence of such ties ouly be realized by those who
hnve endured like toils :ond dangers, which makes a common eause between them
s ench recounts Lhe past.

The ocension was enlivened by music; atier the opening picee, My, William €.
Givaves nscended to the Juilize's desk and vead the enll for & meeting of the old set-
tlers of Koscinsko und adjoining counties, ay published.  When the call had been
read, on motion of Mr. George Moon, Bsi., Anurinh W. Holhrook was elected tem-
porary  President, and, on motion, Maj. James Guy and Christian Correll were
elected temporary V Presidents, and Reed Willinms and Frank Zimmerman tem-
porary Secretaries.

PERMANENT ORCANIZATION

Ata preliminary meeting held some years ago, o committee, consisting of Will-
i C. Grayes, Blisha V. Long and Joseph A. Funk, was appointed to draft a Con-
stitution and By-Laws ns u basis of permanent organization, und the preliminary
organization being cosmplete, on wotion of Col. J. B. Dodge, the committee had leave
to muke their report. Thereupon, Williwm €. Graves, the Chairmun, reported the
following Constitution and By-Laws :

UTION OF THE KOSCIUSKO COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIEDY.

Preamhle—W e undersigned, residents of the county of Kosciusko and adjoin-
ing counties, bel £ it 10 be u watter of general interest among the citizens of
Koseiusko County und vicinity, that the history of its early settlement should be
written und preserved while there are those among us personally acquainted with
its details; that not only the past, but the present aceruing bistory shall be noted
down from yewr to year, do hereby nssociate ourselves together, with these pur-
poses in view, under the name and style of the Kosciusko County Historieal Soci-
ety, and make and ordain the following Constitution for its governmnent.

ARTICLE 1,
Seerion 1. The officers of the Society shall consist of a President, two Viee

Presidents, a Secretary and a Treasurer, and such otier officers us may be provided
for iu the By-Laws of the Society. [Then follow the provisions of term of office.]

ARTICLE LLE—MEMBENSIIP,

Secrion 1. All persons who have resided in this county for twenty years prior
to the 12(h duy of June, 1869, or who have resided in the county for any length of
time more than twenty years prior to said date, but have since removed therefrom,
whether residing here now or not, mny become members of this Society upon sign-
ing this Constitution and payment of the fee hereinafter mentioned,

See. 2. The resid of counties adjoining this, who have the same qualifics.-
tions us to residence in their own counties, may become members upon the same
terms as residents of this county.

Sk 3. At all future meetings of the Socisty, new members may be admitted,
not only of those embraced by the two preceding sections, but also of any person
who shall have resided in the county twenty years prior to the time of snch future
meetings, upon the same terms preseribed for the original member. .

s 4. H y bers may be admitted by vote of the Society at any time
when the member so admitted shall have made the Society some valuable contri-
bution, historical or otherwise.

Se0. 5. All members, when signing the Constitution, shall affix opp their
names the date of their first settlement within the county, or, if residents of another
county, the date of their first settlement there, 5




ABORIGINAL HISTORY.

BY J. F. EVERHART, A. M, M. D.

INTRODUCTION.
The aborigi

ginal history d with Ki ko County will be found specially
interesting, presenting as it does, the nomadic people with whom tHe pioneers had
.to deal in setiling * the Northwest Territory,” and, as much as any other, show-
ing the character of the Indian, and the peculiar relations sustained by our Gov-
ernment with their wards; clearly indicating the integrity, justice, generosity of
the United States toward them. This history is compiled from National urchives,
Dillon’s ** History of Indians,” Burnet’s “ Notes on the Northwestern Territory,”
Knapp's ‘¢ History of the Maumee Valley,” and from tradition by responsible parties.

The pioneer history will be found unusually complete ; in fact, the record is by
their own authority, and though many have “gone to that bourne whence no
traveler returns,” their memory will be cherished as their deeds are remembered.
In the hardy, honest pioneer we have a grand illustration of true manhood. He
left the scenes of civilization, as if moved by an ‘ over-ruling Providence,” and
with ax and gun wended his way along the bending rivers, deep into the forests,
inhabited only by wild beasts and savege man. Prospecting on vale and hill, he
moved onward, guided only by the familiar blaze of the surveyor’sax—through woods
and openings, across fertile bottoms, until his eye fell on the spot of his choice.
Here the cabin home was erected ; hard by ran the rippling stream, ever telling
Nature's mystie story:

“ Sweet day, sweet song | the golden hours
Grew brighter for that singing,
rom brook and bird and meadow flowers
A dearer welcome bringing."

Upon that stream the mill was placed, and hither came the pioneer for grist,
and as they journeyed to and fro ever and anon heard the mellow tones of the
forest breeze as it murmured through the oaken, walnut and other trees that were
erelong to be esteemed for the value of their wood; while beneath lay a rich, pro-
ductive soil, inviling the husbandman’s skillful labor to break and reap golden
harvests.

The manufacturing interests will be found very interesting; they have. done the
community much good and are a source of just pride to the people.

The commercial character of Warsaw has not been individualized, but it is safe
to say that the integrity and energy of her business men are known abroad, and have
enabied her to put on the metropolitan appearance she wears so gracefully, and in
which she is not surpassed by any other city of the same population. To the intel-
ligent, energetic press, is largely due the high degree of prosperity that pervades
not only Warsaw, but'the county of Kosciusko.

This work, which has attracted so much attention from the people of Koseiusko,
is largely the production of its best citizens, prominent among whom are: the editors
of Warsaw; Thomas Woods, Clerk of Kosciusko Cireuit Court; Ancil B. Ball,
County Auditor; Metcalfe Beck, the oldest living merchant, now Notary Public
and Conveyancer; William C. Graves, the first law student in the county, now
Cashier of the First National Bank; Joseph A. and William B. Funk, merchants,
intimately acquainted with her written and oral history, to all of whom acknowl-
edgments are made, for just the help that was needed. There are many others
whose contributions would heve been missed, however trivial they may have seemed,
to whom thanks are extended.
work to you, realizing that you were our co-laborers, and that you have a very
ereditable history.

ABORIGINAL HISTORY.

The mild and fertile region now included within the boundaries of the State of
Indiana, was, at the time of its discovery by Europeans, claimed and possessed by
the Miami Confederacy of Indians. According to the best traditional suthorities,
the dominion of the confederacy extended, for a long time, over that part of the
State of Ohio, which lies west of the Scioto River; over the whole of Indiana;
over the southern part of Michigan, and over the principal portion of that part of
the State of Jllinois which lies south and east of Fox River, and the river [llinois.
The Miamis have preserved no tradition of their migration, as s tribe, from one
country to another; and yet, the great extent of the territory which was claimed
by them may be regarded as evidence of the degree of national importance which
they once maintained among the Indian tribes of North America.

In the year 1765, the Miami nation was composed of four tribes, whose total
number of warriors was estimated at 1,050 men ; of this number, 250 were Twight-
wees or Miamis proper; 200 Weas or Oui ; 800 Piankesl and 200
Shockeys. B hes of the Pottawatomies, ‘Shawnees (according the old French
orthography used by Charlevoix and others, this was written Chaouanons), Dela-
wares and Kickapoos, were, at different periods, permitted to enter and reside at
various places within the territory claimed by the Miamis.

The Twightwees resided principally on the Wabash, Mississinewa, Eel River,
and the head of White River. The Pottawatomies resided on the Tippecanoe,
Kankakee, Iroguois, Yellow River, St. Joseph of Lake Michigan, the Elkhart,
Miami of the Lake, the St. Joseph emptyirg into it, aad the St. Mary’s River.

They all believed in a God, s Creator, but had no idea of His will being com-
municated Lo man, except as it appears in the creation. Their belief in a future
state—a removal from the present state—to one more happy, with similar appetites
and enjoyments. Many have & vegue ides of a bad Spirit, but no apprehension of

Christian Frederick Post, a Moravian, journeyed to the Big Beaver Creek, and won |
the Delawares to peace; and, in 1761, thinking the true Faith might be planted |
among those Western tribes, he joureeyed to the Muskingum, and, on the banks of |
that stream, about a mile from Beaver’s Town, built himself a honse. (Heckewelder's
Narrative, p. 59.) In the spring of 1762, he crossed the mountsins in company
with Heckewelder, who went as his sssistant, the Indians having consented to his
living among them and teaching their children to read and write. Post prepared
to clear a few acres whereon to raise corn. The chiefs hearing of this called him
to them, and said they feared he had changed his mind; for, instead of teaching
their children, he was clearing land, which, if he did, others might do, and then
a fort be built to protect them, and then the land claimed, and they driven off, as
had always, they said, been the case. Post replied that a teacher must live, and,
as he did not wish to be & burden to them, he proposed to raise his own food.
This reply the Indians considered, and told him that, as he claimed to be a
minister of God, it was probable that the Great Spirit would take care of him, if
he wished him to be His minister; so they could only give him & garden-spot.
This, Capt. Pipe stepped off for him, and, with this, he had to shift as well as he
could.

These proceedings show the perfect perception the Indians had of their dangers,
and of the English tactics. Post continued to till his little garden-spot, aud teach
the Indians through the summer of 1762, and, in the autumn, accompanied King
Beaver to Lancaster, in Pennsylvania, where a fruitless treaty with the whites was
concluded ; returning from this treaty in October, he met Heckewelder, who had
been warned by his red friends to leave the country before the war came. To trace
the Indian on ‘“ the war-path,”’ however interesting, would be to swell this nar-
rative beyond the limits intended, and we pass to the consideration of topics in
point.

The American Colonists, it will be remembered, were not without their part
in these troubles ; accordingly, we find an effort on the part of Congress for the
management of *‘Indian Affairs,”” dated July 12, 1775, creating three depart-
ments for this purpose. The Northern Department included t-e Six Nations and
all Indians who resided north of that confederacy. The Southern Department
included the Cherokees, and all tribes who dwelt in the country south of them, and
the Middie Department included the Miamis, Delawares, Pottawatomies, and all
Indians who lived in the region lying between the Northern and Southern Depart-
ments. On the 13th of July, 1775, Benjamin Franklin and James Wilson, of
Pennsylvania, and Patrick Henry, of Virginia, were elected Commissioners of
Indian Affairs for the Middle Department, and, on the 10th of April, 1776, Col.
George Morgan, anative of Pennsylvania, who had resided as a trader at Kaskas-
kia, for a few years after the British troops took possession of that place, was

elected Indian Agent for the same Department. His residence was at Pittsburgh,
and the instructions he received from Congress required him to hold councils with
the Western tribes; to endeavor to inspire the Indians with feelings of friendship

| for the people of the United States; to prevent encroackments of the whites on Indian

With conscious pride, therefore, do we submit our |

lands ; to trest all peaceable Indians with kindness and hospitality, and to encour-
age them to engage in agricultural and mechanical pursuits,

During July, August and September of 1792, a great number of the Miami,
Pottawatomie, Delaware, Shawnee, Chippewa, Ottawa and Wyandot tribes, met
at the rapids of the Maumee, for the purpose of holding a grand council. Ahout

| this time, several chiefs of the Six Nations, at the request of the Secretary of

War, visited the counncils of the Northwestern tribes, and made some efforts to
induce the hostile Indians to establish & treaty of peace with the United States.
The Indians in council, however, determined that they would make no treaty that

would confirm or acknowledge the claims of the United States to any portion of |

the territory northwest of the Ohio River. The grand council broke up about the

10th of October. Here we see that the Pottawatomies (who were located on the

Tippecanoe River) preserved their relations with the other tribes, concerning the

rights that all claimed, viz., the right to the country of their nativily, notwith-
ding they manifested friendship for Americans.

Little Turtle, in council at Greenville July 22, 1795, spoke as follows :

‘“GeN. Wavse—I hope you will pay attention to what I now say to you. [
wish to inform you that where your younger brothers, the Miamis, live, and also
the Pottawatomies of St. Joseph's, together with the Wabash Indians, you have
pointed out to us the boundary line between us and the United States ; but now I
take the liberty to inform you that that line cuts off from the Indians a large por-
tion of country which has been enjoyed by my forefathers, time immemorial,
without molestation or dispute. The print of my ancestors’ houses are every-
where to be seen in this portion. I was a little astonished at hearing you and my
brothers, who are now preseat, telling each other what business you had transacted
together heretofors at Muskingum, concerning this country. It is well known by
all my brothers present, that my father kindled the first fire at Detroit; from
thence he extended his lines to the headwaters of Scioto; from thence to its mouth,
and from thence to Chicago, on Lake Michigan. At this place, I first saw my elder
brothers, the Shawnees. I have now informed you of the boundaries of the Miami
Nation, where the Great Spirit placed my forefather, & long time ago, and charged
him not to seil or part with his lands, but preserve them for his posterity. This
charge has been handed down to me. 1 was much surprised to find that my other
brothers differed so much from me on this subject, for their conduct would lead

being troubled by it in the future

That portion of Indian history which revesls the animus of the red man toward
the white man and the reverse, will occupy our attention for a brief period. The
events which tend to show this may begin with what is known as Pontiac’s war,
If the favors which this noted chicf at first dispensed to the English were bestowed
with sentiments of friendship, the disposition of Pontiac was soon changed. The
feelings of implacable hatred with which he began to regard the English in 1762, may
be traced, first, to the influence of the French, who had been friends and allies of
his tribe (peace was not then concluded between France and England); to the
sullen and domineering temper also of the English themselves, In the course of
the year 1762, while the Indians seemed satisfied with the subjugation of the
French, the Britieh traders were beginning to traffic among the tribes that dwelt
between the Lakes and the Ohio. Pontiac and his purtisans betook themselves to
organize a Confederacy, with the intention o crush at a single blow the English
power in the West. This revealed the true interpretation of their acts of apparent
friendship, namely, to dissemble their hostility to the encroaches of the white man
on their native domsin. Reports were circulated among the different tribes of a
design'on the part of the English to extinguish the Indians; and, early in the
spring of 1768, the Ottawas, Chippewas, Povtawatomies, Sacs, Foxes, Menominees,
Miamis (Twightwees), Spawnees, Wyandots, and branches of some other tribes,
were ready .0 make & simultaneous attack on all the British forts and trading-
posts in the country northwest of the Alleghany Mountains. The attack was made
in the month of May, 1783, and the Indisns without much opposition took posses-
sion of the forty of Michilimacinac, Green Bay, St. Joseph, Ouiatenon, Miami *
Sandusky, Presque Isle, Le Beeuf snd Venango. With thé exception of Michili-
macinac, the fortifications of these places were slight, being trading-posts and not
properly military establishments. A small number of English traders about these
posts were killed, some escaped, and others were taken prisoners, and remained in
captivity until ransomed or released on the return of peace. The Post of St.
Joseph, where there was & garrison of fourteen men commanded by Lieutenant
Schlosser, wes surprised and captured by a party of Pottawatomie Indians on the
27th of May; the small garrison of Quiatenon surrendered to the Indians on the
1st of June, and the French traders, who lived in the vicinity, received the English
prisoners into their houses. The British garrizons at Detroit and Fort Pitt success-
fully resisted the attacks of the ememy, but the confederacy of hostile Indians
made smends for these failures by spreading death along the Western frontiers.
This atteats the animus of the Indian st that

day. At an earlier period (1758),

me to suppose that the Great Spirit and their forefathers had not given them the
same charge that was given to me, but, on the contrary, had directed them to sell
their lands to any white man who wore a hat, as soon as he should ask it of them.
Now, elder brother, your younger brothers, the Miamis, have pointed out to you
their country, and also to other brothers present. When I hear your remarks and
proposals on this subject, I will be ready to give you an answer. I came with an
expectation of hearing you say good things; but I have not yet heard what 1
expected.” :

Gen. Wayne's reply to this and other speeches was as follows :

* Younaer Broruers—I will inform you who it was gave us these lands in the
first instance. It was your fathers, the British, who did not discover that care for
your interest which you ought to have experienced. This is the treaty of peace, made
between the United States of America and Great Britain, twelve years ago, at the end
of & long and bloody war, when the French and A proved too p 1 for
the British. On these terms they obtained peace. [Here part of the the treaty of
1783 was read.] Here you perceive that all the country south of the great lakes
has been given up to Americans ; but the United States never intended to take that
advantage of you which the British placed in their hands; they wish you to enjoy
your just rights without interruption, and io promote your happiness. The British
stipulated to surrender to us all the posts on their side of the boundary agreed on.
1 told you some days ago that the treaties should ever be sacredly fulfilled by those
who made them, but the British, on their part, did not find it convenient to relin-
quish those posts as soon as they should have done. However, they now find it so,
and a precise period is accordingly fixed for their delivery. I have now in my
hard a copy of a treaty, made eight months since, between them and us, of which
T will read you a little. [Here he read the first and second articles of Mr. Jay's
treaty.] By this solemn agreement, they promise to retire from Michilimacinac,
Ft. St. Clair, Detroit, Niagara and all other places on this side of the lakes, in ten
moons from this period, and leave the same to the full and quiet possession of the
United States. Brothers—all nations present—now listen to me: Having now
explained these matters to you, and informed you of all things I judged necessary
for your information, we have nothing to do but bury the hatchet, and draw & veil
over past misfortunes. As you have buried our dead with the concern of brothers,
80 now I collect the bones of your elain warriors, put them into & deep pit which I
have dug, and cover them carefully over with this large belt, there to remain
undisturbed. I also dry the tears from your eyes and wipe the blood from your
bodies with this soft, white linen. No bloody traces will ever lead to the graves of
your departed heroes ; with this I wipe all such entirely away. I deliver it to your

uncle, the Wyandot, who will send it round among you. [A large belt with s
white string attached.] T now take the hatchet out of your hands, and, with a
strong arm, throw it into the center of the great ocean, where no mortal can ever
find it; and now I deliver to you the wide and straight path to the fifteen fires, to
be used by you and your posterity forever. So long as you continue to follow this
road, so long you will continue to be a happy people. Yon see it is straight and
wide, and they will be blind indeed who deviate from it. I place it also in your
uncle’s hands that he may preserve it for you. [A large road belt.] I will, the
day after to-morrow, show you the cessions you have made to the United States,
and point out to you the lines which may, for the future, divide your lands from
theirs; and, as you will have to-morrow to rest, I will order you a double allow-
ance of drink, because you have now buried the hatchet and performed every
necessary teremony to render propitious our renovated friendship.” [See Pro-
ceedings of the Treaty of Greenville.]

In council with the Indians, Monday, July 27, 1795, Gen. Wayne read the sev-
eral articles of the proposed treaty, and, in explanation of the third artcle, spoke
&s follows :

“Younaer Broruers—I wish you clearly to understand the object of these res-
ervations. They are not intended to annoy or impose the smallest degree of
restraint on you in the quiet enjoyment and full possession of your lands, but to
connect the settlements of the people of the United States by rendering a passage
from one to the other more practicable and convenient, and to supply the necessary
wants of those who shall reside at them, They are intended, at the same time, to
prove convenient and advantageous to the different tribes of Indians residing and
hunting in their vicinity, as trading posts will be established at them, to the end
that you may be furnished with goods in exchenge for your skins and fursata
reasonable rate.

“You will consider that the principal part of the now proposed reservations
were made and ceded by the Indians, at an early period, to the French. The
French, by the treaty of peace of 1763, ceded them to the British, who, by the
treaty of 1783, ceded all the posts and possessions they then held, or to which they
had any claim, south of the great lakes, to the United States of America. The
treaty of Muskingum embraced almost all these rcservations, and has been recog-
nized by the representatives of all the nations now present, during the course of
last winter, as the basis upon which this treaty should be founded.”

On the 28th of July, the Ottawas, Chippewas and Pottawatomies said that they
were united in opinion, and that they fully agreed to the articles of the treaty
proposed by Gen. Wayne. The Sun, a Pottawatomie chief, said to Wayne: I
shall now dispose of this belt (a war belt). Ilive too far from the lakes, and my
arm is not long enough to throw it into the center of any of them ; neither have 1
strength sufficient to tear up a big tree, and bury it beneath its roots; busI will put
it from me as effectually by surrendering it into your hands, as by doing with it
anything else. You may burn it if you please, or transform it into & necklace for
some handsome squaw, and thus change its original design and appearance, and
prevent forever its future recognition. It has caused us much misery, and I am
happy in parting with it.”” At this meeting, Little Turtle (the principal chief of
the Miami's) again spoke, and assured Gen. Wayne that they were well pleased
with his words, except that the line of the reservation cut off too much of their
hunting grounds ; and then told Wayne where they wanted the lines run, and cor-
rected him concerning the building of a fort on the Great Miami, which Gen.
Wayne had discovered traces of, and supposed bad been built by the French.
Little Turtle said : “ It was not a French fort, brothers, il was a fort built by me.
You perceived another at Leromies. It is true a Frenchman once lived there a
year or two. The Miami villages were occupied as you remarked, but it was un-
known to your younger brothers until you told them that we had sold land there
to the French or English. I was much surprised to hear you say that it was my
forefathers had set the example to the other Indians in selling their lands. I will

| inform you in what manner the French and English oceupied those places, elder

| brother.

These people were seen by our forefathers first at Detroit ; afterward we
saw them at the Miami village, that glorious gate which your younger brothers had
the happiness to own; and through which all the good words of our chief had to
pass from the north to the south, and from the east to the west. Brothers, these
people never told us they wished to purchase our lands from us.”” And, finally,
Gen. Wayne said : ¢ Brothers, all you nations now present, listen | You now have
had the proposed articles of treaty read and explained to you. It is now time for
the negotiation to draw to a conclusion.- I shall, therefore, esk each nation
individually if they approve of and are prepared to sign those articles in their
present form, that they may be immediately engrossed for that purpose. I shall
begin with the Chippewas, who,with the others who approbate the measure, will signify
their assent. You, Chippewas, do you approve these articles of treaty, and are you
prepared to sign them? (A unanimous answer—yes.) You, Otiawas, do you
agree? (A unanimous answer—yes.) You, Pottawatomies? (A unanimousanswer

—yes.) You, Wyandots, do you agree? (A unanimous answer—yes.) You Dela-
wares?! (A unanimous answer—yes.) You, Shawnees? (A unanimous answer
—yes.) You, Miamis, do you agree? (A unanimous answer—yes.) Weas? (A

unanimous answer—yes.) And you, Kickapoos, do you agree? (Yes.) The
treaty shall be engrossed ; and as it will require two or three days to do it properly,
on parchment, we will now, part to meet on the 2d of August. In the interim, we
will eat, drink and rejoice, and thank the Great Spirit for the happy stage this good
work has arrived at.”” On the 8d of August, 1795, the treaty was signed by the
sachems, band chiefs and principal men of the Indian nations who inhabited the
territory of the United States northwest of the river Ohio; and to each nation
respectively a copy of the treaty, on paper, was delivered. A large quantity of
goods, and many small ornaments, were then distributed among the Indians, On
the 10th of August, in council, Gen. Wayne, at the close of a short speech, said:
“I now fervently pray to the Great Spirit that the peace now established may be
permanent, and that it may hold us together in bonds of friendship until time
shall be no more. [ also pray that the Great Spirit may enlighten your minds and
open your eyes to your true happiness; that your children may learn to cultivate
the earth, and enjoy the fruits of peace and industry. As it is probable, my chil-
dren, that we shall nlot soon meet again in public council, I take this opportunity
of bidding you all an affectionate farewell, and of wishing you a safe and happy
return to your respective homes and families.”’

Thus, the treaty at Greenville was concluded, in a manner which was satisfac-
tory to the Government of the United States, and acceptable to the Indian tribes
who inhabited the territory of the United States, northwest of the river Ohio.

On the 18th of June, 1812, the United States, by act of Congress, made formal
declaration of war againt Great Britain. Soon after this event, Tecumseh, a Shaw-
nee chief, went to Malden and attsched himself to the British service. The
Miamis and D i d to make d i of their friendship for the
United States, but expressed & wish to preserve a state of neutrality during the
war. * * # * * * * * * *
From the month of May until the close of August, 1812, the frontier setilements
of the Indian territory were not materislly disturbed by the acts of hostile Indians.

On the 14th of October, 1813, between Gen. Harrison, on the part of the
United States, and * the tribes of Indians called Miamis, Pottawatomies, Wyandots;
Weas, Eel River Miamis, Ottawas and Chippewas,” an armistice was entered into,
as follows :

“ Arrice [.—There ehall be a suspension of hostilities between the United
States and said tribes, from this day until the pleasure of the Government of the
former shall be known. In the meantime, said tribes may retire to their hunting
grounds, and there remain unmolested, provided they behave themselves.

“ Arr. II.—In the event of any murder, or other depredation, being committed
upon any citizen of the United States, by any of the other tribes or Imdians, these
who are parties to these p shall i diately unite their ions to puah
the offenders.
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