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At laia death, Stephen E . Miller tras chosen Pastot, and oooupiod that 

poaitiou during hia lifq: He cliod in. 1873, and was succeeded by his ,1100, 

John Miller, who is th& preoont Posto~. 
In 1876, a obUNh-building, 40x8-2 feet, was erected by this denomina­

tion, in the village of Gravelton, where servicea are h eld every four 
weokL 

PM ¥ ethtxlW Epiocopal Church.- In the summer of 1838, a Meth­
odist Epiooopal Church was organi~ed on the south side of the marsh, by 
R ev. Mr. Ockerman, with the followin~: constituent members: David 
McCibben, Mary McCibbcn, Samuel McCibben, Elizabeth McCibbeo, 
Eleaoor Jane Alexaoder, Mary Miller and Eve Miller. They cootinued to 
hold regulu clll88-meetioga at the house of their leader, D:tvid McCibbeo, 
for maoy years, but w-ere unable to maintain regular preaching. 

In 1804, the membership had be<>Ome so reduced by deuths aod remov­
als, that the organization was disbaodoed. and the few members who remained 
identified themselves with the U nilted Brethreo Church, theo recently 
organized. · 
· T M Evangd·ical Auociation, t!)r Albrights.-An organization was 

effected by this denomination io 18M~, nod regular. ser-vices were conducted 
for aevcral year&, when their Pastor ]left them. The members tbco uoited 
wi th the Methodist Church, but before their term of probatioo expired , 
t heir P lt8tor returned to them, when they re-organized. 

In 1875, th ey began the crcoticoo of a church-buildiog oo Sectioo 27 , 
which was completed and dedicated in 1877. 

EARLY IMPROV EMENTS. 

Saw-Mill.-Daoiel Bowser built ·the first saw-mill in 1848, on the bank 
of Turkey Creek. 

ORAVELTON. 

The village of Gravcltou waa laid out by David Brumbaugh, in 1876, 
on the B., P . & C. Railroad. Mr. Brumbaugh opened the fi rst store in the 

PERSONAL SKETCHES. 
village, the aame you, and Levi Miller was appointed Postmaster. I n this 
office he waa aocceeded by David .Brumbaugh, the present Postmaster. 

SCOTT TOW'NSHIP -

Seott Townabip is situated in the northwest coroer of K osciueko 
Couoty, aod is bounded as follows : North by Elkhart County, east by Jef­
ferson Townabip, south by Jt:tna Township, wes t by Marshall County. 

_Tho general character of its soil is good, and so much of it as can be 
tilled compares favorably with other portions of the county. There are, 
however, some localities which are fiat and f:llarshy , and quite untillable. 
The township was organized Much 7 , 1848. 

EARLY S.ETTLEliENT. 

Iu the fall of 1837, Casper H epler and family, Jacob and Henry 
Yockey and J ncob Hepler setlled on Soctiou I I. During the fo llowing 
winter, they were engaged _jn clearing land, and, in the spring of 1838, 
planted crops. 

J ames Murray was also one of th e early settlers, and gav the Potta· 
watomie Indians nn ''object lesson " which had :1 salutary effect, and 
insured tho peace of t he little community. 

When the towoship was first entered by white settlers, the Indians 
manifested a disposition to annoy them, and prevent what they regarded as 
an encroachment. upon their domain. l\1r. Murray determined to teach 
them that they must submit. to such invasion, and went to. a large beech. 
tree in the neighborhood, on whose smooth bark he carved a human profile, 
and within the outline of the profile he drew a heart, in the center of which 
he lodged a rifle-ball. Shortly a!Wrward, he met an I ndian, tv whom he 
showed his work, explaining the lessoo it taught, and told him the settlers 
meunt to deal just so with all who molested tb9m. lt bad the desired 
effect, as the few I ndiana who remained became very peaceable. 

-------------.-~--·a.-----------

The township settled ,·ery slowly, nod for seYernl years after the nrrival 
of the Heplers, they W~Jre allllost wilhou1 neighbors. 

With the exception of tht~ ruare;hcs, the township was heavily over -
gt'OWD wilh timber, nearly half of which still remains. · 

The F\r.t Houses were log cabtns, erected by' Caaper H epler and J acob 
and H enry Yockey, iu t he fall of 1837. 

1 he First Death was that of Daniel, son of David H epler. He died · 
August 17, 1839. 

The Fir•t Marriage was solem nized in 1889, J olm Coil and E lizabeth 
H epler being the pr iocipal parties iu the ceremony. 

Tl~.e First Church was erected by the Lutheran denomination, i n 1844 . 
The congregation subsequently became disorganized, and the church was 
to:ru down and removed. 

The F'irst &hooi was taught by J ohu Haddock, in a lo<.; cabin near the 
present site of the Zinn Schoolhouse. 

The Jilirst Pust Ojjice was .established nt Millwood, in 1853. J . D . 
Koffel was the first Postma.ster and mail carricr1 t he route being from Lees­
burgh to Millwood. The office was subs•quent ly discontinued, but three 
ye.ars thereafk r was ro-eatablished ( under the same mwtu) one miltl west of 
it.t1 farmer location. Valentine Hamman was t hen appoin ted Postmaster. 

The .F'irst Saw- Jifill in the township was erected at Millwood, in 1852, 
by J . D. K offcl.-

The First Store was kept by William B. J ones and J . D . K olfel. Th eir 
goods were purchllBed at Toledo, Ohiu, nud were fOrwarded to \Varsaw, 
from whence they were lmuled to their desti nation in wagon:; . 

The F i1·st PAysician was Dr. J ohn \V. Love, who se ttled in the town­
ship at au early Uuy, and practiced his profession for a number of years. 

'fhere are no villages in the township, and merchandising is not one of 
it.E1 prominent fealures. Its rc:JSidents are tmgageJ almost exclusively in 
ag;ricultural pursuits, nnd are enterprising a nd successful in their vocation. 

PE-RS ONAL SK ETC-H ES 
OF SOME OF THE PROMINEN T MEN AND PIONEERS OF KOSCIUSKO COUNT Y . 

P. L. R UNYAN, Sa., WARsAw. 
BY <JOL. J . R. 00001. 

Peter L. Runyan, or "Uncle Peter," us he is familiarly called, was 
bvrn A ugust 9, 1806, in Greene County, Ohio. His parents, Abraham 
and Sophia (Lym.:h) Runyan , were natives of Harrison County, Va.., 
and removed to Ohio shortly after their marriage, in 1801 , removing to 
Clark County in the same State, in 1811. 

Always liviug un the frontier, and forming a. par t. of the advance gunrd 
uf civilization, the subject of this sketch was depriv•d of nenrly al l oppor­
~unity for acquiring an cdu~lltiou. The only school be ever altended was 
m a rude ~og schoolhouse, w1th a log romo,•cd on each side and the opening 
covered w1th greased paper, which j,dwitt.ed but n fhint ligh t, and scarcely 
excluded the cold. 

February ~6, 1 8~9, he matTicd Miss Mary Ervin , •nd has reared a 
large family , of which any father might justly be proud. His sons, 
Peter L., J ohn N. nod Georgt! E., Ell'e well and favorably known in this 
C'<lunty fur their enterprise and sterling wor th. His eldMt daughter is the 
wtfe ot Dr. Chandler, of Leesburg; the young""t daughter is t he wife 
of J . S. Bokor, .l<;sq., Auditor-elect of Kosciueko County. 

In November, lSa l , Mr. lluoya.it decided to movo further weat and 
aceompaui"d by his family and fathe,r-io Jaw Charles Ervin with hU: fam~ 
ily, they . placed their bou.ebold gooda in 'wagons, drawn' by oxen, and 
started for Indtana. A!Wr a weary j ourney ·.of tweoty-five days, they 
reached the preseot sn.e of Gosbet1, Elkhart ·Co., Ind. In the follow­
ing surumer, the Bh\Ok. Hawlc. war occurred, and the few settlers at that 
place were apprehensive that the Indians in that section might join the 
hostile tribes, nod some left tOr uld1er settlements, while others arrued for 
defense and rewaiued. Mr. Runyan was among the latter. 

1n the fall of 1832, he was elecu•d Justice of t ho P ence, and held that 
position until Jauuary 10, 183ti, at which time be resigned his office. In 
I ~a-1, he came from Goshen to a point near the preseot location of Mil­
lOrd, to offi ciate nt the marrhtg~ of Henry H. Wilkinson with Miss Wright 
-one of the first marriages in Kosciiusko County. 

.l<;arly io 18a6, be located at I.eesburj<, Kosciusko Co., Ind., and io 
partnership with Thomas Thomaa, engaged in the sale of merchandise. ' At 
•he ai!Jlle time, he was appointed Deputy Sheriff. In 1838, be sold his 
interest iu the swre at Leesburg, and!, in 1839, removed to Warsaw where 
he becu.me proprietor of the Losier House. 

1 

T he county seat was located at 1Wursa.w in June, 1836, and there was 
at once a dC:'Iperate effort to bnve it removed. Leesburg and Oswego in 
the ourth p~rt ~f the county, were st riving for it, and there was a str~ng 
effort m~d~ m th~ sout~ part ot the eonnty, to have a new county organized 

. from poruon~ ot Kosetusko, Wabash, Fulton and .1\Iiami. Politics were 
abandoned a.t once, and 11 Clippers u and "Anti·Clippers 11 were the only 
party' designations known; locality alone was the test. Marshall and K os­
ciusko Co?mies then formed a Representative District. After four years 
hard _figbung, Mr_. llunyan WBB Cllec~ed Representative to the State Legisla­
ture. m 1840 , wh;ch :was th~ first substantial victory gained by either party. 
Durtng that Legis1at1ve sesston. the State waa redistricted, and Kosciusko 
and Whitley Couoties funned a Rep:resentative Dist.rict. Mr. Runvao was 
rC·DOminated. by the u Anti·Clippell'8," and, after a bitter conrest was 
re-elected. Be was Commisaionur o:f' l.be ' ' Throo.Per·Oent Fund " a' fund 
derived from the sale of public la1oda, and expended in the oP.,ning of 
roaJ s nod _building ?f bridges, from September, 1&37, to September, 1841, 
and aupermtended 10 person the op<ening of nearly all the principal roads 
in t be county durin!! that time, as " ell as the conm uctioo of the bridges 
across all the a'treams of consequen•ce. He waa also appointed Commis­
•!oner of the " Surplus Re1enue Fn1od " in May, 1838, and held that posi 
uon two years. He wu Collector· of Taxes for Kosciusko County in 
1839 ; was •ppointed County Agea11 in 1843, and held that position six 

years , ·during which time he superintended the erection of the present 
Court H ouse, aod former jail. F rom 1849 to 1853, he was eoga"ed io 
selling goods; in 1853, he secured contracts for carrying the mail, and, 
from that time until the completion of the P., Ft. W . & C. R. R. , be was 
enga~ed in running a daily stage from Warsaw to Ft. Wayne, and a tri· 
weekly stage from Warsaw to Plymouth; from Warsaw to Goshen; from 
'Varsaw to Peru, and from Warsaw to Rochester. His contracts expired 
in 1857, wh~n he again became a merchan t , and so continued until J an­
uar_l', 1861, when Warsaw was visited by her first great fire. After tlte 
conflagration, Mr. Runytw found himself, at an advanced age, almost pen· 
niless; the careful accumulations of a long and active life had vanished in 
fi~tme and smoke. But he wu.s never the man to repine or despair. In 
April , 1861, he was appointed Postmaster at Warsu.w, and was re-appointed 
April 28, 1865, which position be beid until December, 186o, when he 
" as removed for purely political \'eaBODS. 

Oo the 16th day of November, 1862, his wife, t he companion of his 
toils, pnssed from earth to a better land. Mr. Runyan has been , for more 
than fifty years, a consistent nod devoted member of the Methodist Episco­
pal Church. He has always been earnest in all his convictions and feel· 
ings; fearl.,..ly honest and upright in all his dealings. He bus reached " 
ripe old age, nnd is honored and revered by all. 

HON. JOHN B. CHAPMAN. 

The following autobiography ia compiled from papers now in the pos­
session of his son, Col. C. W. Chapman : 

'' I n the year of our Lord 1803, my father emigrated to Clarksburg, 
Harrison Co., V n., in which he continued to reside until his death in 1 82~ . 
H e erected the first fulling-mill, oil and grist mill west of the Alleghany 
Mountains. They were located on & stream known as Davidson1

S Run, two 
miles west from Clarkaburg." 

The subject of this mewoir was born in Harrison County, Va., on the 
24th day of December, 1797, and worked with his father until he sold out. 
John B. was then twelve yeus old. His fa ther subsequently re-entered the 
factory business, which the war of 1812 bad stimulated, nnd the boy's labor 
became too important to spare him for schooling, hence his early education 
was neglec&ed; in the summer of 1815, he left home for Winchester, V a., 
when, through the aid of Dr. Longaker, he found employment na clerk in 
the hotel ; the following aummer, the Doctor helped him to a similar posi­
tion in Baltimore, Md., at good wages; he subsequently returned to 
Clarksburg, when his father gave him a horse and clothing, aod advised him 
to "go West; " he passed through the south part of Ohio, to Louisville, 
Ky. , and Vincennes, Ind.; here be resolved on a trip to Texas, and engaged 
as a pilot to take a boat up Red River; although a nevr undertakiog, be 
succeeded; his jouroey extended ioto the interior. The U oited States 
troops were on the lookout for filibusters in that region, and this, in COD· 

nection with 11 ways that were dark. ao.d tricks that were va.in," gave him a 
a dislike for that country, and h~ returned to civilization; he arrived at 
home July 4, 1817, and indulged in the soliloquy that" there is a Provi­
dence in all things "-that the creative power had watched over and pro­
tected him amid dangers from man and beast. He studied medicine with 
Dr. Williams, of Clarksburg; preparatory to entering upon that study , 
began to study Latin, which, •t finlt, notwitbstandiag he memorized the 
grammar, was not intelligible to him; his subsequent progress wns rapid, 
however, so that his teacher advised his father to send him to college to per­
fect his. education ; but oo-he was to atudy medicine with Dr. Williams, 
and, accordingly, he took up anatomy and pharwacy---<>ld books, unfortnn· 
ately, printed before Galen'e time, and be fai led to appreciate them ; he was 
then sent to Dr. Holiday, of Parkersburg, V a., and made aati.sfioctory 
progreaa, so thai his father gave him an outfit of books and medicine, and 

be took his departure for Tyler County, Va., where be subsequently mar ­
ried Miss Margaret McCoy, of whose family wo nrc told , " they were the 
most distinguished in the county." His wifc1 a native of I reland, 11 wa.s a 
W()lllan of great strength of minJ and body i could do more work and 
attend to more business than any other womau 11 that he knew i they were 
married May 19, 1819, and located at Sistersville, on the Obio R iver . 
Tbis town site was inherited by the Misses W ells, one of whom , J ohn 
M:cCoy, brother of his wife, bad married. I n 1828, be removed to Bur­
lington, Iowa, and mn.de money there, although he considered it t.oo sickly 
even for a doctor. His son Albert died there. From there he removed to 
G uyaodotte, Va.., and engaged in medicine with success. H ere his third son, 
J ,Jbn McCoy Chapman, was born , aod here Ill' .~ubsequently studied law 
with J ohn Laddy, of Bnrkcrsville, Cabell County; and when he wislied to 
obtain h is license to practice, he had to cross t.be Alleghany iUnunta ins to 
the residences of Judbte J ames A llen, of Rockingham, Judge P eter J ohn­
son, in Wru~hington Couuty, and Judge Su~mers, at Charleston, Kanawha 
Count.y, after obtaining which he visited a number of plaet.'S in search of a. 
location. H e attended the courts .in K en1 ucky, in the mou ntains of Vi r· 
gU nia, and finaUy started for Crawfordsville, Monfbrow~ ry. Co., Ind.; he 
st.opped, en route, at Richmond, in 1826,.wherc his son Cha.rles \Varner 
Chapman, was born. In 1827, he located in Crawfordsville, where he 
rE~mained two years, when he opened a farm about one and a half miles out 
oif town , where he planted an orchnrd. 

Politically, he wasaJ acksq_n Democrat. H e first voted for " Old Hickory" 
in Logan County, Va., in 1823. He practiced Jaw and medicine, and 
w-orked his farm. Ho informs us that the only difficulty he bad in getting 
al:on~ was his persistent m.edflling wit.h pnlitic-s. 

He was P rosecuting Attorney for the Northern Circuit of I ndiana in 
1834, when it embrn'ced. nll the regions north of the \\' abash, and, the .same 
year, was elected to t he J.JCgislature for Elkhart and La Grange Counties. 
He prepared tl1e bill thnt fixed the boundaries and gave the nnme to Kosci­
usko County, and secured its pa.s:mge. 

H e was appointed by the P resident Local Agent of Indian Re~ervcs , 
just before his election to the Legislature, in 1834. His eccentricit ies were 
proverbial aud sometimes ca.used bi ro trouble. A t one time, t he L and 
O ffi cer of La Porte became so incensed that he ga.ve his pre·emption to two 
orther men , and directed his neighbors to drive him off from the prH.iric I 
Nothing daunted, he went to Washington and obtained his pre·emptiUn fro m 
the higher powers, returned, took possession of tho plowing, !WWing, fencing, 
•••·• that they had done, " and the evil-doers fied the country that they 
could not ruin l " 

In the summer of 1835, he bought t wo sections of land at the mouth 
o:f Deep River, nod laid out tbe towo of Liverpool on one of them, in 1836. 
He took a store there; also took two par toers io the land, of which !150,000 
in Iota was sold, his share of whig!> 816,000. For the remainder of bia 
share , he was offered $40,000; but, aa his wife wanted $60,000 , they did 
not selL H e procure-d the location of t he coun ty seat at L iverpool; sub­
s.,quently, Porter County,. .. subdivided iato Lake and Porter Countiea, 
which killed the county seat, and he returned to Leesburg. He waa one of 
tlrw original proprietors or Warsaw, county Reat of Kosciusko County, and 
gave it that name. He sold his interest in the town site, in 1836, to 
William N. Hood, for $1,000. 

In his general narrations, he recounts frequent visits to \Vashington, D. 
C:., and informs us that he " became acquainted with the potentates of the 
nation"-with PrCsidcnt Jackson and Vice President :Martin Van Bure~ 
nod dined with the latter. He " wae acquainted wi th Col. R iobard J ohn­
~DD1 the Tecumseh killer I" 

He was restless aod wanted to aee all of the world that he could. He 
visited the Pacific Slope, traveled over Oregon, California,' W aehingtoo and 
Alaska Territoriea. 



GEN. ,RE UBEN WILLIAMS. 

Gen. Wi1liams, whose portrai t adorns this page of our work., was 
born in what is now the city of Tiflin, Ohio, in the year 1833. H is 
anceston~, in the paternal line, were distinguished for their services 
during important epochs in the history of our country. His grand­
father aerved with credit during the continuance of the Revolution­
ary war, ns a volunteer in the Maryland Continental army; while his 
father, after whom the subject of our sketch was named, served gal­
lantly in the late war with Great Britain, and was the Sergeant who 
commanded the guard for the prisoners of war captured by Commo­
dore Perry, at the battle of Lake Erie, while being taken to Chilli­
cothe. Ohio, at that time the capital of the State. 

After the war., his fath er settled in what is now Tiffin, Ohio, and 
remained there until be emigrated to Indiana, in 1845, making his 
home at Warsaw, Kosciusko County. 

Upon the arrival of the fami'y in their new home, the subject of 
this sketch, then about twelve years of age, finding himself possessed 
of an extremely limited education, and knowing that his father waa 
barely able to provide for his numerous family, not being very abund­
antly provided with this- world'• goods, determined to shift for him­
self, and thns contribute, indirectly, to relieve his parenU! of the 
charge of his support. 

After a thr mouth 'a term <Jf school at l\lr. Cowan's emioary, 
and a still shorter one under the care of J oseph A. Funk, Esq., we 
find him making his first entry into t.hc business which waa destined 
to be the great work of his life, w ben be oommenced to take his first 
lessons in the 11 art preacrva.tivc," under Lhc instruction of Andrew J . 
Bair, at that time the ed i ~J r of' the 'hi. organ of Kosciusko County. 
After completing au appr• utit";ship of four yea1'8 at the printing busi­
D• !BS1 he, for a sLo tin· e. publlahed the "Warsaw Democrat," when, 
feeling a desire to sec something of the world, he traveled extensively 
in several of the"' estern Stut..i:l1 working in various newspaper offices 
in Iowa. While at work in that State, the great party of the future 
was being Or!,'llnized, and the old members of the Whig party in Kos­
ciusko County desiring to have an organ which would correctly repre­
sent the views of the then new (Republican) party, which, although 
young, embraced nearly all An tislavery men, presented a request for 
him to re1urn to Wa.rs.'lw1 and establish such a paper, assuring him 
of tbd r cordial support should he do so. Be returned to Warsaw 
in 1856, and, in company with G. W. Fairbrother, commenced the 
pul>licati n of the Nortltern .lnd1.'anian . 

On the 5th day of April , i 857, he Wll8 united in marriage with 
lltiss J amima Hubler, a daughter of the late l\Iaj . Henry Hubler, a 
veteran soldier of the wArs with Mexico and the great rebellio·n. 
This marriage has proven a happy one, and, aa old age comes to them 
with silent tread , they can look with Fatisfoction to the past and feel 
happy in the love and respect uf the fine family of children who 
gather at their hearthstone. 

In the midst of his duties .. a journalist, and while giving the 
benefit of his ablest editorial work to the party of hia choice, came 
the storm of seoession, which, for a time, threatened to engulf our 
country. When Sumter was fired upon , be felt it his duty to serve 
his country in another way, and, for more than four long years, his 
life was spent upon the " tented field." The day Sumter fell, he 
caused to be publiahed a call for volunteera, and, on the 19th day of 
April, 1861, the first company that Kosciusko County sent to the 
field was Ofl!&nized. Of this company, he was chosen Second Lien­
tenant, a.nd, ip a few days, accompanied it to Indianapolis, where it, 
with severil other companies, was mustered intO the Twelfth Regi­
ment'of Indiana Infantry Volunteen1. With this regiment ·hia sub­
sequent fo~anea were;closely identified during the war. The regiment 

. . ~'-

was mustered in to service for one year, hut, on the expiration of 
its term of service, the General Government needing soldiers more 
than ever, be took an active pnrt in the re-organization of the regi­
ment, 11 for three years or during the war/' and to such good purpose, 
that the records of the War Department show that a large portion of 
the regiment had re-enlisted within a week of their discharge. 

Upon the organization of the regiment in 1861, it waa ordered 
to Evansville, Ind ., where it remained for some time, giving security 
to travel and commerce on the Ohio River, and looking after the rebel 
sympathl'lers on the K entucky side of the river. 

On the evening of the defeat of the Union troops in the first 
battle of Bull Run, the regiment was ordered to join the command 
of Gen. N . P. Banks, at Harper's Ferry, Va., which order was exe-­
cuted with promptness. Soon after their arrival in Virginia, Capt. 
Hubler was promoted to the position of Major of the regiment, and 
Lieut. Williams was promoted to the Captaincy of the company by 
iU! unanimous vote. The Twelfth remained with Gen. Banks 
until April , 1862, participating in a number of skirmishes and 
engagements of a minor characrer, and, in the spring of 1862, com­
posed the advance guard of the Union army when it occupied Win­
chester, Va. 

On the ll tb day of December, 1861 , Capt. Williams was capt,. 
ured by a Confederate force under Stonewall J ackson, while making 
a reconnaisance of the eneUly's position, and was taken to Richmond, 
Va., and confined in the famous 11 Libby" Prison, where he remained 
until exchnnged in the following March. 

Upon the re-organization of his regiment, Capt. Williams was com­
missioned iU! first Colonel, and held that rank until the battle of Rich­
mond, Ky., where Col. William H. Link , the commanding officer of the 
regiment, fell mortally wounded, when Gov. Morton commissioned 
him Colonel, which rank he held until near the close of the war, 
when be received the appointment of Brevet Brigadier General of 
Volunteers, from the P resident of the United States. After succeed­
ing to the command of his regiment, be was frequently called upon 
to take command of his brigade, by virtue of his being the ranking 
officer of the command j and, during the famous Atlanta campaign, 
he commanded a fine brigade until iu. close. After the fall of 
Atlanta, Col. Williams was selected as one of the court-martial con­
vened to try the Indiana conspirators, or " Knighu. of the Golden 
Circle," a treasonable organization existing in Indiana and other 
States. In this capacity, be voted for the hanging of Milligan and 
other conspirators, and it is no fim lt of his that they exist to-day. 

At the conclusion of these courts-martial , Col. Williams rejoined 
his regiment at Savannah , Gn. , and commanded it on the march 
tbrou~h the Carolinas to Petersburg and Richmond, and thence to 
Washmgton, where his regiment bad the honor of leading in the 
grand review, and waa the fi rst to pass before the President and the 
thousands of visitors from all portions of our country. Iu. appear­
ance, as it marched down Pennsylvania avenue in column of com­
panies, was so impressive as to draw forth storms of cheers from' the 
spectators. while officers and men were almost covered with the bou­
queU! and wreaths of ftowers bestowed by the fair ladies of Wash­
ington. 

During the advance of Gen. Sherman through South Carolina, 
it became necessary to des troy certain railroads and stores of the 
enemy, on the line of the railroad running from Florence to Ch:lrles­
ton. The mission promised to be a very difficult one ; but Col. 
Williams accepted it, and, with a few hundred mounted infantry, left 
the column while it waa in full march to the northward, for this dan­
gerous expedition in a direction nearly opposite. Cutting loooe from 
all communication, be penetrated the oountry to Florence, in the face 
of a superior force of the enemy, and succeeded in destroying a large 

number of railroad bridges, a large quantity of rebel stores and mate­
rial ; and, had his force been adequate, could have releaaed the Union 
prisoners at Florence, as he penetrated in to the suburbs of the town ; 
after which be, by forced marches, rejoined Gen. Sherman. For his 
masterly execution of his orders on this occasion, he received the 
thanks of Gens. Sherman and B oward in person, and was recom­
mended for promotion at once. Upon the arrival of his command 
at Washington, Col. Williams received his appointment as Brevet 
Brigadier General , which the President requested Gen. John A. 
Logan to deliver in person, with his compliments. 

After a few weeks' sojourn at the national capital, Gen. Williams 
was selected to take charge of a large number of Indiana regiments 
returning to their homes after the close of the war, which duty be 
fulfilled, and asw them safely mustered out at Indianapolis. During 
biB military service, the General was present at the engagements at 
Dam No. 4, Richmond, Ky., siege of Vicksburg, Jackson, Miss., 
Mission Ridge, K enesaw Mountain, Atlanta, July 22 and 28, 
Jonesboro, Bentonville, siege of Savannah, and innumerable affairs of 
le&Ser importance. 

The General always felt proud of his regiment, as, indeed, he well 
might, for but few othel"ll could compare with it in drill and disci­
pline. The regiment was on one occasion -espeeially complimented 
by Gen. Sherman for its soldierly appearance upon dress parade. 

Retiring from the service at the close of the war, the General 
embarked in the book and stationery business, but remained in that 
for a short time only, as there W11S an almost unanimous desire upon the 
part of his old friends that he should again assume editorial control of 
the Indianian, and, in a short time, we again fi nd him the editor and 
proprietor of that journal, and from that time on he has been at the 
head of that paper, save a shiJrt intermission, which haB, under 
his guidance, taken a front rank with country papers. In 1867, he 
was chosen Clork of the Circuit Court for Kosciusko County, which 
position he filled four years, in connection wi th his editorial position, 
when he was again chosen without opposition in his own party for a 
second term. 

In 1875, upon the urgent solicitation of prominent Republicans 
in the city of Fort Wayne, he consi!Ilted to take charge of the 
Daily Gazett•, in that city, which position be held until December 
of the same yesr, when he received the appointment of Deputy Sec­
ond Comptroller of the .Umted 8tates Treasury, at Washington, 
which offi ce beheld for the space of seven months, when repeated 
solicitations from old friends in Warsaw and Kosciusko County, 
caused him to relinquish his posi tion and re-connect himself with his 
old paper. Since that time, be has remained at the head of the 
Northern i'>~dian.ian, which has by hi• labors become a power through­
out Indiana. 

Although Gen. Williams has seen much more of all conditions 
in life than most men have the opportunity of seeing, he is still in 
the prime of life, being now in his 46th year, and bids fair to live 
to a good old age. 

The General baa an interesting family of five sons and one 
daughter ; his daughter, the eldest of the family, is the wife of the 
Ron. SU!ufield B. Frasier, Register in Bankruptcy, and a prom­
ising member of the legal fraternity. His boys are fast growing 
into manhood, and can soon divide with him the labor he baa sus­
tained alone. 

The late Senator Morton held Gen. Williams in high esteem and 
entrusted to his care numerous missions requiring tact and prudence 
in their execution. Espeeially waa thio so during the dark daya of 
the rebellion, when Gov. Morton was the chief officer of our State 
Government. 



He obtained the office of Commieaioner of Indian R esenee, of P oat­
moeter for a new office, which be 1001\wd at h is own house, then included 
in the bounds of Elkhart Coun ty, and a contract for a mail route, the time 
of which he qualifies by saying : " I then held three commissioll!, one as 
United Staws Attorney, signed by the Governor, al.'! two under the United 
States. This was prior to 1834." B e w:as a member of the Lc:gislature 
when K Dticiusko County was organized, and gave it iL-. name. H e laid out 
the U>wn of 'Varsaw, gave it the name, and aecured to it the county 
scat. ~ 

\Vith a mind in many respcc_ts eccentric anJ peculiar, he was a man of 
remarkable fOresight. He foresaw the necessity, and pudicted the route, 
ot' our most importan.t trunk lines of rail road, more than forty years aero­
the Lake Shore and fi~ort \Vaync. To usc hi~ own language, he 11 proj ected 
a aystem of rail roads, considered in a national point of vit.w." This, wh ile 
" ru.ilronda were a novelty, and a delicate subject. to present to the people, 
who had no knowledge of the su~jcct. H e bad fixed oo his map two rail­
roads, cnn ti dent thllt a railway would , in twenty yeart5, be adopted for -p ublic 
t ravel. 'fhl·rc wa.~ but one railroad then in the United Stntee. B e had 
travcl<.>d on it the win ter previous, from Frederick to Baltimore, Md., and 
ha.d cxa.mincd the im provewcnt well , al though it w·a.s only a horse railroad. 
His programme was, ouc l"ui\roaJ frvm the lake at Buffalo, N. Y ., via 
'l'•,lcdo, La. Grange u.nd ~IL:luut, and via Chicago to Rock [sl a.ud , on the 
Mis.:;is..,.i ppi River. 'L'hc other ruad was t.o bc-6in at F ort \Vaync, and run 
\9C."'t through the <.-enter of d\c CQunties not yet laid out, to Michigan City." 
lie prepared and secured t he charter of the Buffalo & Miss iBiii ppi Rail­
road Cum pany, u nJcr wht<:h 1he Lake Shore was Luilt.. The liberal pro­
vi ~J ions of that chartf'r t.e mptcJ capitalists to ruake the necessary invest.­
meut. After retiring: fi·01n the bar in 18-H-1 , which he did on account of 
h i~ tlcfl.'Ctive hearing, lu~, IJ II his visit to the Paci fi c Slupc, visited also 
P uget's Sound, a ud allcmpted to locate a land clnim there, tailing in which, 
he p rcdict~:d t hat it wQuld be tht! western t.c rminus of a transcontinental 
r:1ilrnad.. The Nurthe rn Pacific Road did mnke tha~ poin t its western ter­
minu~ ! Durin;: h is western tour, he pioneered in Kansas, and took an 
active par t iu 8Cttling: the question _whether that State should be slave or 
ff t.-c , L'spoming the free StaLe cause. H e there took. an act.ive part in pro­
ject in;: t l ~e r.1il r, ,ad frow Leavenwor th, Kan ., to Gulveston, Tex.; obt.a ined 
a charter, and was the fi rst President of the company, and lived to see that 
great work uccowplbdlCd. Durin~ the latte r years of his life, he became 
poor , aud was a ulcrk in tht! Uni ted States T reasury Department uo til , by 
rcacwn of' advanced at,'C, he WlUI iucapacil.atcd, when he returned to Warsaw, 
where lw died "this rcsiJen(;e1 Oct.obcr 20, 187"7. Age d id not paralyze 
h i~ tir• ·lt-s."i cncr~y, nor seem to :dfect the acuteness of his miud, but the 
boUy yielded. Mr. Chapman was distinguished fOr his generous hospitality 
and the real t,rra<.-c with which he entertained his fri ends, of whom he bad 
UIUIIJ. 

'· OUR FIRST S HElUFF." 

T he followi n~ skct.ch by Metcalfe Beck por trays a rem.rkable cht<racrer, 
widely k nown for h is eccentricities, whose blunt wanner ofteo concealed the 
14enial nature within. 

u I saac Kirkenda ll was born in Culpup<!r Cona ty, Va., J anuary 15,. 
1787, and, stra n~c as it may seem , never boas ted of the grand old State 
which ~ave him birth , neither claimed l1onor from the place of his nativity. 
H e served "" hcriff from I 3ti to 1840; at the time of his election he was 
ubout 4!1 ycar:i old, stood six feet h igh, bad one crooked eye, and was 
cri tirely bald except a thi n fr inge of gray hn.i r around the lower o.nd back 
purt of' his head. His voice, when exerted, WitS a loud.sounding, asthmatic 
treb le, and when he called he wa.s genernlly henrd, fo r he was always in 
~arncst. His horne was on t he farm with his brother J acob, on t he cast. 
side of L ittle 'l'urkey Creek Prairie, and frow theuce: passing through I.Jecs­
burg, on a large dapple gray horse; might oft en be seen our first Sheriff on 
his way to Wursaw, the cou nt.y seat. 

O nc0 upon a time I ke made a speech at Leesburg, pr ior to his first 
dcctiun, lvhich ran thus : 

" GEN"fLEM t.:N: l am a candidate for Sheriff, nud if you elect me, and 
any of you neeJ hanging while I am in office, I will ha.ng you dead as 
h-1." He \'Vas clcetec.l , and, although. some of his voters may have 
dcs~rved it, yet none of them were ever hanged during his term of offi ce. 

Tho first S heri ft. was not of a liternry cast of mind ; had a great d islike 
fOr l ~tter-writinJ!, nnd when be did writt' \VUS very laconic; bo used to relate 
the followiug : owl! t i J."lt~ aft('r hi:-4 set! 1\l·nt iu t his coun\y, h it! folks in 
Ohio used to wr ite to him otl:.en, ' 1 and t.eu~ him like h- 1" to \o\ rll.e them 
a letter ; he delay~d a Jon;.; t.ime; at length, finding J ake's fol.k.H ab ro&d one 
Sunday, and the nohty children out of thew 1y, he wac nloue; he dre\V out 
the kitchen tnhle. '10t paper, ink nnd quill pen, and seated himself to begin. 
He wrote the na.mP. of the couuty and StuLa, nd the year and r.he month 
nud the day, nnd t hen bct.ra n his letter. · 

11 Dear Brother, I om well ." H ere he c:&me to a stop, and scratched his 
head to think what next, and recollecting tha t he Jived at Jake's, he put 
down, 11 J ake's fulks nre well." Here he came to anot.ber stop, and a 
lunj;cr stop thau before; ' till no words c•mc to his relief, and he ended his 
lett~r by saying, 11 and if you are well , then, by G-d, all's well. 

" Yours truly, I . K ." 
T he brevity of Gron.t and the prof•o ity of Greeley are both apparent in 

the Sher iff's letter. I n politica, he was an Old-Line W hig, aud afterward 
a Rcpu~lican , but never quarreled with men for di'ference of opinion. H e 
was nu effi cient offi cer, fai th ful friend nod kind neighbor; he died of lung 
diseuse l\Iarch 17, I Sfi:'~, rtgcd 76. 

JOIJN POWELL-PRAIRIE TOIVNSKIP. 
DY COL. J . 8. OOI)QE. 

Oue of the very fi rst set..tlcrs in, and one of the most respected cit.izeos 
of thi• county, was born i n Fairfield Coun ty, Ohio, on the 17th day of 
June, 1801. His pareot!t , Moses Powell, aud Rebecca., his wife, nee Mer­
edith , were orit,rina.lly from Virginia, and they were among the pioneers of 
Fairfield Couhty. The duties of pioneer life inwrfere sadly with the 
.equirement of knowledge from books, but. lead to an in timate ru:quaiot.­
ance with the works of th.e Creator, Rnd the study of Nature pursued under 
circumstances that corupul the olo3cst attention to all its lessons, gives a 
breadth of mind, a clearness of insigh t and a quickness of perception that, 
perhal"', can be acquired in no other way. T he subject of t his s~eteh was 
an excellent. illustration of the trut h of this, and was one of the best speci­
mens of that hardy race of pioneers that have caused what was a bowling 
wilderness, when they first penetraood its wilds, to literally blo•som as the 
rose. On t he 22d of March , 1829, ho was united in marri ge with ~lisa 
D,Jrothy Morris, a -nati ve of Virginia, at Lancaster, in F airfield Co., Ohio. 
They have three living cbildrco-lao.ac M., who residee on the old home­
stead ; .John C., who lives in Iowa, and Casoa A., who is the wife of Hir&m 
Hall , &.<(-, of thi• uoun ty. On th• 20th of March, 1832, he st&rted, with 
his ox-team , to explore t.b~ l hen ahuost. unknown " St. J oseph country," as 
thia entire part uf · this S tole was then callod. Fourteen days were 
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enoaumed in makin~ u trip that can now be made in as many hours, and Mr. 
Powell found himself on El~hart P rairie, near where Goshen is now. T here 
WBB a small settlement there, and he at once secured a t-ract of land and, as 
soon as possible, got it planted with corn. 

After mnking two or three explor ing expeditions, he made up his mind 
that Big T urkey Creek Prairie, was about us good a country as he could 
fi nd , and he went back to O hio after his family, und started to return with 
them on the 15th of Scpt.cmber, 18112. When near ~he crossing of Blue 
R iver , in the eastern part of Whitley County, he had the ru isf:•r Lune to 
break. h is wagon. H e wa.11 ooua pelleJ to l ~a.V<' his wife and little ones in 
the wood!i, without a whi.t.o p:1r.wn within t.e •J milos that they knew uf, 
Indians n.nd wild bca..slJ:I roamin~ everywhere, while he went on to Goshen 
and procured another wagon and returned for them, which h e accom-
plished safely. -

On t he 31st of March. tS:~a. he moved his family into a cabin oo tho 
farm one mile north of Galveston, thi:t coun ty, wher~ he alterward died . 
His fumily was the first white tamily to move on to Big Turkey Creek: 
Prairie. 

On th~ 8th of :>lovember, 1874, Mr. P owell departed this life full of 
years, respected and honored by all who kn~w him. Mrs. Powell, now over 
seventy-three ycn.rR of ngc, still lives on the ~ULme piece of land that she 
and her husband movod on to -io 1833, io !,'Oed health nod spirits , still 
rctniuiug all her faculties, more 80 than usual by those of her years. M r. 
and ) I rs. P owell both became members of the BaptL.t Church nft.er they 
came to this county, and have a lways Jived consistent, Ch ristiuu lives. 
Mr. Powell was never au aspirant for auy polit.ical position, but was alwuys 
:l man of posiLive convictions, and fearless in asserting them. H e wn.s very 
successful in the managomcnt of his affairs, and left ll splendid farm of 
about three hundred a~res of very fin e lund to his widow and children. 

IS AAC M. POWELL, PRAIRI E TOWNSHIP. 

I saac M. Powell WQl! bora in F airfield Coun ty, Ohio, in the year 1829. 
H is fittber, John P owell , was born in 1801 in the same county, and mu.r­
ried M iss Dorotha .llorris ( a native of Virginia) iu 1825. The subject of 
this sketch enj oyed such educational advantages as were afforded by the 
common schools of early dnys, and was remarkable for t.he assidu ity wit..h 
which he pursued his st udies. Throughout his school life his conduct was 
such that he never received chastisemeut or rebuke from his teacher. He 
was reared a fa rmer boy, and early conceived a desire tO adopt that pursuit 
as his vocation in life. In 1832, he removed with his parents to the prai­
ries of Elkhart. County, Indiana, and in March, 1833, located wit.h them in 

' Kosciusko County , on the fu rm which he now owns and occupies. In 1854, 
he wus united in marriage with l\I iss Adeline Summy, a native of K os­
ciusko County, and the daughter of Frederick S ummy, J~sq ., who was born 
in Union County, Ind., in 180U. For nea.rly half' a century , Mr. P ow­
ell has been a resident of K osciusko Couu ty, and has taken an active pa.rt 
in the cultiv_ut.ion of its soil and the development of its resourc.-cs. H e has 
never feft an ambition to figure in political life , and, beyoud filling local 
offices in his township, ha.l;f never served io n. publ ic capacity. H e devotes 
his time a.nd attention to f1rrming, with !ln energy thut has brought forth 
rich fr uit, and placed him among the best farmers of the couD Ly. l u the 
support of public enterprises and private charities, noDe are more gener­
ous than be. He is recognized throughout the community as a wan of 
integrity and sterling worth. He li ves ut peace with all men, and was 
never involved in li tigation or a personal q uarrel. To bless l1is wedded 
life, there were six children, viz., Nelson W., \Varren J ., Mary A ., John. 
Dorotha and Fred, of whom J oh n and Dorotha arc deceased. 

ELIJAH HARLAN. 
UY 001 •• J. tl. J)QO~H. 

Elijah Harlan Will' bora in Marion County, Ohio, on the 13th of April , 
180 6. H is father was a soldier in the war of 18 12, and died in the army, 
leaving his wife t nd nine children, of whom Elijah was next to the 
youngest. About the close of the war, she was dcfruudod out of her farm, 
that bad been left her by her husband, and she, with her family, came to 
Wayne County, iu this Stare, to wake a oew stnrt in life. Elijah, before 
he died, knew that the son of the man who h ad defra uded his mother out 
of her home. d ied io t he Poorhouse iu St. J oseph County, in this State. 
'rhc subject. of this sketch, at n very early ~e, became almost the sole 
dependence oo which his mother could rely, and it caused him to redouble 
his exertions. and he was 80 successful that, when he was eighteen yeard 
old , he purchased a trnct of land in Henry County, in th is State, and at 
once moved on to it with his mother, and went to work to improve it. On 
the 21st of Ju ne, 1827, he was united in marriage with Miss Elizabeth 
Rumbley, of H enry Coun ty. They had nine children , but two of whom, 
Mrs. B. Thomas and Mrs. H . B. Stanley, both of Leesburg, arc now living. 
Mrs. Harlan is the <lau~:bter of T hnmas and Tabitha Rumbley, and wns 
born in Hamil ton County, Tenn., May I , 1810. She L. still living, in the 
enjoyment or good health, a plentiful supply of this world's goods, and the 
heartfelt respect of all who know her. Iu October , 1832, her husband , 
with his 18.mily, moved to E lkhar t County, near Goshen; where there was 
a small settlement. At. that time, it is not known that there was a single 
white person living in all of what is now K osciusko County, with the possi­
ble exoeplion of Dominique Rousseau, an Indian trader , who may pos ibly 
have been here. D uring the succeeding winter, Mr. Ha.rlnn u prospected " 
the country, and concluded to pre-empt the tract of land in Little 1'urkey 
Creek Prairie, a. couple of m iles northeast of Leesburg, on which he lived 
at the t ime of hi• death, aod which now hclonge to his widow. Having 
par tly bui lt a small cabin , of loge, on the la nd, be moved into it on the 6th 
day of March , 1833, and his was the first white family that livod in this 
county. Before they could get into the cabin, they bad to shovel out a large 
quan tity of snow tbnt had blown into it, so t hat ao idea can be had of the 
kind of a building it was; and there, without a white neighbor nearer than 
ten miles ( except Thomas and Isaac Moore and their families, who moved 
into the same vicinity on the same day) , surrounded by a mul titude of 
I ndians, who, at that time, were far from friendly, it being at. the t ime the 
B lack Hawk war was in progress, this hardy pioneer commenced a new 
home. In a short time, otlt ~r families moved in, and the country rapid ly 
developed. H e wu a man of un tiring industry, and great energy, and of 
excellent business q ualifications. His wife w aB a helpmeet wor thy of such 
a mnn, and success crowned thei r effor ts. Soon as fi ne a farm as lies out 
of doors was improvod , fenced and cultivated. Fine build ings took the 
place of the log cabins, aod prosperity smilod upon them and crowned their 
labors with plenty. 

Mr. llarlan departed this life oo the 27 th of No•emhcr, 1856, honored 
and re.pected by all who k.new him. H e was ooe of the very beet cit izens 
io t!>is county. A mao of unbending integrity, of a kind heart, aod a trne 
Christian, his death was a public loas. A short time after their marriage, 
Mr. aod Mrs. H!lrlan united with the Christian Chnreh, aod were baptizod 
by tho Rev. Elij ah Martindale. Mr. Harlan cont:.> ued his membership 
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during his life, and Mrs. Harlan is still a member. He was a man of 
strong feolinga and impulses. Such wen are always -decided in their 
pol itic.1.l views, and Mr. Harlan was no exception to the rule; but he never 
would consent to take an office, preferring to see the principles of h is party 
carried out by others. 

WI LLI AM C. GRAVE 

was born nt Clarksburg. Vn. , now within the limits of the S tate of West 
Virginia, October 16, 1817. His fat her, Frau cis T. Graves, wns bore in 
the State of Maryland , to which his :.tnccstors emigrated from England 
awoug the first colonists brought O\'c:r by Lord Baltimore, about the year 
1656. 

Be was brought up in the city of \Vashington, and emigrated to V ir­
g inia in 18 14. and there tnt\rricd Eliz .• bcth Chapman, a native of Loudon 
County, V n. 

\V illiam C. was the elder of' :~C\"C II hild ren, fiv ~ boys and two gi rls. 
}!.,row early boyhood to his six teenth ye;lr, h~ had the crl ucat.iona l ndvan­
tagcs of the academy of hi f:l native town, a tal ('S tabl ished there) an excellent 
character for schohtn;hip. He was csp<'ciully nott.'d fi Jr his )!ootl penman­
ship. One of his early school mat~ iniUnucd th~,._• writ er tlmt" Unw cs always 
had the neatest copy-book of ;tny Loy in ti l(' A c:acl.~my." T his hnbit of 
neatness and accnntcy has been th roup;h liiC a prominent. ciJ :lr-.t.ctc ril'itic. 

On the death of his father , in DecembCI\ 183:1, ht! was thrown upon 
his own resources, auJ , f'rom that cht.c forwnrd, lw ha,l hut little up jht rtunity 
for literary culture. The fJJuudat.ion haJ been laid, llLl \\'C \'t' r, up11 11 which, 
later, a most ex.ce11cnt. business chara.ct.c r was erected. 

li'eeling t.ha.t the \V etiL 1dt'orded bet.Ler opportuui t ic~ lin· :t youn~ 1\Jan 
witl.out ll fbrtuue to bllck him up, he cmij.!ratctl td this c\•unty in ~uvcw­
ber, 1 :~4 1 when it wus yet an unorgauizet l t~ rriLory, :wJ aL OII Ce cut ercd 
upon the task of establish in:.; :1 charndcr. rt nd ;.:at.hering: lo)!Ct her a IOr tuue. 
W ith all the hiudr:mccs in iSO new a country. tl.is rcr1uirctl nf'r\'e, rcS()lutiun, 
perseverance and the most untirinJ! industry. 'l ' hc t·ntua t ry was not. only 
destitu te of r.tilroads allli canald, but th ere were not, cv,•n roads ur hriJges. 
The abori~:;ines still !i n ~ercd. reluctnnt. tu gi ve up th i:. h~:t ut if'ul couut ry-a 
country as highly priZt.'(l by them as Kent ucky had bt·, •n-tu the insatiabl~ 
greed lOr land of the pale-fuccd ~tdcrs. 

By the autumn of 1 3j, n villap;e haJ. t=row n up un t la u stuall is thmus 
of timber-land t hat conn ects tho Big: :mtl Li t tle Turkey Cr,•ck Pra iries , a 
most. beautifu l location fOr a town 1 to which the name uf' LcC'sbu r~ had 
been g iven. i\Jr. Gravt:s was select<..U by the citizc u~ tu tt;at;h t he school , he 
being the first teacher of the first school, and in the fir~t sc hool house crel:Lcd 
in the coun ty. l:l e tnu ):;h t thLs chool for nine months, wiH'u receiving an 
offer of employmont from .John D. Defrees, then a lll l.'rch;ll\1 or Gosheu, 
Ind., but now Govern went Printer at. Wa.ii hiu~ton , U. U. , which iJciug s,ttisfitc­
torv, he went to Goshen, und soon aft.cr t•ntc rcd Ll1 c Clcrk ':-o nlli c<' cJI' that 
coti:nt.y, as the Deputy uf Thomas Thomas. E-.q., th e then Cieri: of Elkhart 
Circuit Court. During the time he W:t.." scn ·in ).!' in th is cap:H: it.y , he wade 
the personal aClfUain t:mcc of H on. J on:•ilw n A. l.~istou , 1)r 'outh Bcnd , then 
one of the most uble and widcly-k nrJwn lawycrs in t he ~l<ILC; and M r. J~is t u n 
being highly plenscd with th~ cxcclleut. husincss qu alifications of Mr. 
Graves, ofl"cred him the ptbi tiou of clerk iu his offil:e, wilh C\'cry f"acili t.y and 
uid t.hat. his personul attentiou could J.,; ivc , and his offi cu aHOrd, to study 
law. 

'fhis offer he accept4.•tl , and romained with i\lr. Liston one year, it afford­
ing him the very beSt opportunitieS to UI:J.kC rapiJ tJrOgrC."'S in the profcst~io n 
he had chosen. He t hen ret urned to K u:;ciusko Cuuuty, and opened an 
office, and engngcd in t.hc pract.ice uf' law. !lis success was most encoura­
g ing, businCSB cowing to him in a most sutislhcrory 111anncr. In 18-W, con­
trary to his own convictions and against h is own j udgment, he conscntetl 
·with much re lucta.ncc, to be a candidotc for Clerk of the Ci rcuit Cou rt. 
Re was elected, and left t he profess ion. This i\1 r . G rn\'cS tlecws to huve 
been n very great mistake, in filet. the must serious of his life. His tastes 
a.nd inclinations made t.he law "desirable to him, and without Uoubt, had he 
remained in the profession, he would now be one of our most ablt: lawyers . 

In 1 ~J.2, he was re-elected Clerk, thi.'i time for o full term of seven 
years, and without opposiLion. H e gave his const.anL personal atten tion tn 
the offi ce un til 184 7. During that yCn r, there wa!:l a good opcuing to 
en!!agc in the mercanti.lc busiues.~ iu \Varsa w, oJ which he took adva r& tu~e, 
and, dcsirinJ! to give his whole att.enlion to t.lte busine ·, he ret:~ i):!: l& ed t.he 
office of Clc_rk during the next year. It is only necessary to refer to tlu: 
records of the Clerk 's offi ce from l +0 to 1 -1-7 , to determine t hat. probably 
no coun ty ever had a better Clerk. 

(n 1849, he was elected by his feliO\'V·Citizens as lteprcsent.a tivc in t.hc 
State Legislature. In 1862, he W38 elected as the cnaLor for the oounlit·s 
of \V abash nnd K osciusko, serving in t hat hody one term . As u lcgilslatur 
he was an industrious nod most useful member, seldom Sp<!aking: but list· 
ened to most attentively, 'when he did take a part in discussions. 

In HS63, in connection with. amucl fl . Chipman and odJC~. h(: orjrJ.D· 
ized the First National Bank J•f \Varsu.w, of which corpora tion ~fr. G raves 
was elected Cashier , which position he s till holds. O n ncccptin~ this trust, 
be resigned his seat in Lhe 'enaLe of Indiann, and t he bank hu.s had, during 
the years since his E-levation to it..~ cashiersh ip, his entire attention and best 
talent. No institution of' the kind has boon better managed, or enjoys t he 
confidence of the public to o greater ex teni.. 

Mr. Graves has been t hree t imes married, living now with his t.hird 
wife. having three children Ji ving in \Varsaw, the eiUcs t of whom-Charles 
'V . Graves-is wit h his filt.her in t he bank . He b a.~ one sou in the J;.,a.r 
\Vest, if living. Mr. Graves has 'never been a member of any ch urch , but 
attends quite rcgul•rly the service< of the Methedist Church, nnd coo­
tributes to its support quire liberally. F or more than thirty years, he bas 
been prominently connected with the Masonic Order , hav ing taken all the 
degrees up 10 and including the Orders of K nighthood, nnd having held the 
highest offi ces in the diffc.rcnt Masonic O rders, and Ueing well -in fo rmed a nd 
famil iar with ~1asonic literatu re. · ~ 

Io politics, Mr. Graves is identified with the Uepublicao party, hut has 
never been an extreme parlisan, being conservative in his views, and believ­
ing that all the intelligence an d virt ue nrc not to be fOund in any one politi­
cal party . 

During near haifa century , M r .. Graves has ta.ken part. in t he stru'ggles 
t.hat ]\ave been incident to t he settlement. of a new coun try, and witnOIISed 
with satisfact ion the exchange of many a rude cabin for a comfortable 
home. H e has seen a handful of hardy pioneers within the county i.oorease 
and attract, until the then wilderness has been dotted with schoolhouses and 
churches, nod t he ox-wagon give way to t he rai lroad, and now has the 
satisfaction to number near 30,000 inhabitan ts of ener~:;y and in t.egrity that 
will compare favorably with aoy other locality. H e has had such iotiwal e 
relations, in all these years, with the affairs pertaining to the people at 
large, that it may be truly Raid their iurercst• have become blended, Hia 
industry, perseveranoe, integrity and methodical habits have not only h~ 
their reward in ample means, but have won for him the esteem and confi­
dence of every one aquainred with him. 



METCALFE BECK 

wu born in the Pariah of Thom thwaite, West Riding of Yorkshire, 
England, March 17, 1812: Bia father, Aaron Beck, waa born in the 
neighboring Pariah of Panncl , September 27, 1.783, and was by trade a 
weaver. Bia mother 's maiden name was Sarah Metcalfe, daughter of 
Thomaa and Ann Meta lfe, well-tcHio farmera of the pariah firot named. 
She died when her eon waa three yeara old. Metcalfe then lived with hia 
grandparenlt!, and waa placed at school, during week days, and attended the 
E piscopal Chapel on Sundays, until be waa nine yeara old , when his father 
brought him to America; they let& Liverpool J une 12, 1 8~1 , in the Ann 
Maria, an American sailabip, 300 tons burden, Capt .. Wilkinson, and landed 
in New York July1 1 ,1 8~1. From New York they started weatward, 
remaining a short time in Philadelphia ; visited parts of Pennsylvania, and 
sojourned near Kennett Square. In the lat.ter part of March, 1825, his 
father married Malia St.ern, a handsome and amiable young Quakeress, and 
they decided on n~oviog to Ohio. Mr. B eck inform~ us that he 11 felt for 
his stepmother the _real affecLio.n due to a mother." His father subse­
quently purchtlBed a horse llnd cart, with bows covered with canvas, and · 
they started for the then West, and hia young heart swelled with joy at the 
prospect before t hem-at the thought of cro.'iSing the Alleghany Mountains; 
once west of the mounta ins they soon ur rivc.-d at P ittsburgh , but did not 
remain , paHS ing over to Way ne County , Ohio, near Wooster ; his father 
en;.::H-gcd to weave btoadeloth ; here, also, his stepmother gave birth to their 
son A1ffcd, in J825, and here t~b c died , of consumption, in Dccem·ber, 1827. 
Duri ng the years 1825, 182G and 1827, Metcalfe had one year's scboolin~, 
work ing at times iu the factory nt i5 cents a day ; weaving S.'ltiuet brought 
on hemorrhu~e and he was forced to quit j accordingly we fi nd him in other 
business-first clerking fOr J ohn W . Morris, of ' Voostcr, from December, 
L827, to J une, 1828 ; subsequently with Z . T . Moore, where be ac<Juircd a 
~ u.fti c ieo t knowledge of German from the customers to wait on them in t heir 
own lauguu.gc. R is {ather subsc.-quently engaged in the g rocery t rade, and 
Metcal fe joined to h,•)p hin1. This business was sold out early in 1834. 
H is father married his th ird wife, and moved onto h is farw near l\1ount 
J.Jaton, in W uy. ne County , Ohio, io 1836, and died there May 16, 1841. 
nuring the yenr ISH~ , Metcalfe kept grocery in Wooster , and ou the 8th of 
~lay , 18:15 , having sold out , left t hat place for the West; stopping fi rst at 
Cleveland, then at Toledo and Fort Wayne, and, au the ~9th of June, 
1835, proceeded Lo K ol'4ciw;ko County, Ind., where he engaged to c]erk for 
J umcs ,Comsto~·k : " hose store was on the northeast quarter o.f Section 29, 
Town!' hip 32, Hauge G cast. T he first article sold was ·a balf~pound of 
Cavendish tobacoo, to Benj 1.1min Bennett, July 2,1835. The tmde was nnt 
sufficient. La keep open store, and he d id any wo·rk nect.led , aet:o rd ing to h is 
ability-part of t:.he time mowing graJS on the wet prairie, standing in the 
wate r ; and at times chopped wood . I n November , 1835, it was dce01ed 
best w rcuwvc the goods 10 Leesburg , and there he continued to clerk until 
Novewbcr 16, 1Sati, at which t ime. the stock being low, Mr. Comstock 
sold it. to him in trade. He d id business in Leesburg from tlwt time until 
Mard t, J :i5 , when he sc.ld out. to his hll)f.brot.hcr A lfred, and bought. back 
in June, 1857. l n April , 18ti3, he suld h is swre, ~oods anll real estate in 
and about Lce~;burg, t.o ~dward Moon, and May 1, 18f.i3, rCIUO\'cd to \Vnr· 
saw, his proscnt horne. During his mer<:hnn t life, he was alwuys industri· 
uu:; ami cconumic .. l ; :tt one time, during Janu11ry, J838, n. very euld win ter , 
he proceeded t.o Cin<:iunat.i un foo t to buy goods ; for, t his he wns jeered by 
a rival , wh ~~ prdcticc was t.o 1 ide ; the laugh proved br ief, however ; in a 
ICw years the rival faik-d in business nod subsided, while Mr. Beck bought 
J.;oods wlicrc he pleased. His fi rst trip t.o New York was ubout the last of 
!Se\,tcmbcr , I BaS. frow where his goods were shipped to Michigan City per 
Lrig Agnes lln.rtun, care of J . & C. H itchcock ; he nftcn vurd bought :Lt 
Toledo nnd Chicago also. 

Dccew ber ~~ . 1836, he was warried by Judge Comstock to his eldesL 
Juuhht.er, Eunice M., who wu.s born in B utler County, Ohio, July t9, 
IS I9. They were divorced May 4, 1848. 

llic three children (all now living) were bor n in Lee!sburg, by his wife 
alrcaJy named. They are Mary .K. ( uow t he wife of W ill iam Binns) , 
born in 1837; H udson Bcek (now P resident of the Lake City Rauk) , born 
in 183~ , and married Mary A. , daughter of P rof. D . 'f. J ohnson, March II , 
1!!63 ; and Lhe youngest, Victoria ( now wife of l!ldward Moon) . born in 
1 84~ . H e was married to his second wife (born Catherine Lewis, of 
Columbiana CounLy, Ohio) , A pril 18, 1857 ; she died at the " Home on the 
Hillside," Dam•ille, N . Y ., May 22, 1867, and was brought to Warsaw for 
burial. 

His t hird and present wife, w BS the youngest daughter of .J . P . S tryker, 
and born near T renton, N. J ., April 10, 1837. She was carefully raised 
by the most exemplary Christian parents. Their ancestors were H ugue· 
nots of FrRnc~, who tied to the caves aud mountains to escape massacre, 
August 24 , 1572. A considerable number of B uguenots emigrated t.o 
Americ:\1 nnd settled priuoiplllly in Delaware and the Carolinas. Yet, not-. 
withstanding such persecutions, the inherited missionary spir it is unabated 
in ardor~ for her chief desire i~ to do good in winllttcriog to the poor , and 
in<:u lcating- tru th . H er desire fur knowledge bns always been insatiable, 
nnd yet, while contending for the truth with uncompromising tenacity, she 
is exceedingly tolerant , and ready to·use the language of the poet, say i1g: 

"Teach me to feel another's woe, 
To hide the fault 1 see ; 

The mercy 1 to others show, 
'l'haL mercy show to me.' ' 

As migh t be expected from such traits, she is n wise counselor and val· 
uable friend. H er early life was .speot in teaching, beginning at fifteen, and 
endin~ with her fi no~t m:trriaO't!, when eighteen . This event had been antic. 
ipated with unusual deligh t, but it proved infelicitous, insomuch t ha t. the 
cup of promise, af1er a few short y .. rs, fell to Lhe ground, bearing with it 
her fond and cherished hopes; let& alooe by choice, childless, and almost a 
w.reck, she wns, like her ancestors, sustained and "saved by gt"Jce alone." 
With early hopes blasted, ·n the loso of a companion who might have strewn 
roses where he scattered thorns; and in the loss of a dear , lovin9 child, and 
worn with painful vigils by the dying bed of an only sou , it would not seem 
strange if affection thus blip;hted, should wither never more to revive, but , 
hnppily for her, Mr. Beck was permitted to see Lhe blushing rose 

" Wasting ita aweetne&s on the desert air I " 

and a change came over the spirit of their dream, when hey t wo were mar­
ciod. T he ceremouy was performed by Rev. C. F . Beach, in Warsaw, Kos­
riuako Co., I nd., March 18, 1869. A son WI!B born to them March 17, 
1874, and died when ei~;~hteen months old. For mD.!ly years, M r. Beck had 
cher ished a desire to visit Eng;anrJ, his native land, and on l\lay 17, 1869, 
accompanied by his son Hudson,. left Warsaw on the noon t rain East., fo r 
New York, and, on the 20th of the anme month, sailed on the steamship 
Cambria, u Anchor L ine," and anded in Glasgow, Scotland , June 10, thence 
proceeded by rail to Edinbur!(h, the mentropolis of Scotland, aod theoce to 
Carlisle, England, thence to Leeds, and then to T borothW8ite P arish, t he 
place of his nativitJ , saying: 

PERSONAL SKETCHES. 
., And enr u my homeward path is trod , 

The Ocean, Earth and Air 
Around me pow more fair, 

All radiant with the signet or our God ; 
And aa Creation' s plan 

Is to my clear sense unsealed, 
And 10 a purer intellect rnealed , 

Youth'sjoy·s becomp t.be n pLure of the mu." 

The logic of his life is simple, and fraught with full est appreciation of 
lit tle things, which aggregate in great pleasures, when such a retrospe<;t '!" 
he now ma<1e is gran ted. Accordin~ly, we fi nd him giving a miOute 
account of the aceomplk!hmeut of this long-cherished desire--a visit to his 
native land. Leaving Otley , E ngland, he keeps on the alert tor the <old 
landmarks, and his own g raph ic pen Lest describes the scenery and friends 
now doubly dear after the lapse of nearly half a century: " O ur host, 
.James D ale, of OtJey, in bis own on ~·horse carriBcrPC, at 10 A. ~I. , started 
with H . ( his eon H udson) .9J1d mysell' for Thoruth waite. On our way, we 
passed W eston Hall , W estoo Moor, S nowdon Moor a nd Blubber H ouse. 
P assing th rough the moor , H . was iut.erestcd in looking at the moor game, 
a species of bird very much like the American ~rouse or prairie-chicken. 
A rriving ncar T horo thwaite Chapel, we found a man who pointed out to us 
the residence of J ohn Metcalfe, a one-story stone house, on the side of a 
hill overlooking t he valley of the R iver Nid. I found, on inquiry, that he 
was the son of my mother's brilthcr J ohn, and my cousin. I t hen learned 
that. my l.'O u~ i n , Sarah tccle, lived near by, in my grandfat her's old home­
strad- m,Y I.Jirt ltplacc, and where I lived when I left l~ngland . H udson 
and I went there, and wade ourselves known, and she wn.s overj oyed to see 
us. I looked about for ohjccts of memory, and first nbovc the doorway of 
t he old house on the wal l is a stone engraved, ''1774 , 'f homas and Ann 
Metcalfe," which I recollected, aud whid1 1w ured me I was not in a dream. 
'We then went to the chapel where I had often gone when a little boy , and 
where my g randparents, my mother, my uncles and my aunts are buried. 
l was shown tHe old ash-tree, which { remembered, nnd which my pand­
fhther told me he had planted. l l'aw the clear spring water in the stone 
trough back of t he bouse, which I also remembered, and the little brook 
between the house and Lhe school, and the hiU sloping to iL. B ook S tone 
Schoolhouse; the stone slab in the wall over the door rends thus: ' T he 
R ev. F rancis Day built and cndow~d 1 his school in the year of our Lord 
1794 .' H ere I went. 10 school, a nd here [ am again after an absence of 
forty-eight years. 1'he little brook I knew in childhood st ill babbles 
onward over ita rocky course; its little cascades are still the same, but, since 
I last suw thctp, I have seen Niagara, n11d I now look llt them wi th an 
altered apprehension. The little vale remains unchanged, and the gcntly­
swell iug but eternal bil la, which hem in t ho valley of the River Nid , still 
look as they did when I last beheld them. * * • We were wrapped as 
in the sot& drapery of a tranquil dream. W e took supper of gooseberry 
pi~ and new milk with my cousin Sarah ; nod Hudson a od I r:; l pt in the 
old house of my grandfitther nnd his brrcat·b'Tandfhther, und had a g,ood 
night's rest.; took brenkfilst with cousin J ohn 1\'lctcaHe, and went wit h him 
to take a farewell look at the old schoolhouse; thence with him on Dar ley 
R and as f.1r a.s Darley Station. This morning, we heard the cuckoo fur the 
fi rst ti1oc. A t Darley, we took train for Harrow~ate, a fh.shionable watering· 
place, und famouf\ fur its spa. l\fy exploration in to the country bas thus 
fitr been successful. I buve found all the old hmdmurks, and will now, in 
all likelihood, have bid them forever adieu." Doubtless, a sensitive nature 
like hi• could not longer contcmplntc Lbe scenes· of childhood, now only 
known to a ft: w descendants, :md therefore they passed on-through York , 
Wa kefield, Sheffield , Tunstall, Birmingham, Oxford and London. F rom 
here they visited Paris, France, and returned to London, thence to L iver· 
pool, and soiled in the Aleppo, of the Cunard line, J uly ~9, and landed in 
Bostou August 8 , 1869. From Boston, their route led to New York, and 
t hence back to \Varsnw via the Pennsylvania R ailroad: S ketches of th is 
trip were published in the N m·lhern. Indianian, Vol. XV, No. 1 to 20, com­
mencing De<:ember 30, 1869, and " were attentively read by hi:~ many 
acquai ntances all over the oount.ry." 

H e WHS made a Muster Mason in Lnke City LoJge, No. 371, W arsaw, 
F eb. 15, 1869; served as J un ior Warden for t he year 18i0; was elected 
Treasurer in l 8i1 , and is still se rving in that offi ce. 

He joiued t he First P resbyterian Church, W aroaw (of which his wife 
is al so a member) , G. W . Wilson, Pastor , F ebruary 22, 1872. 

He was appointed Notary Public by Gov. Samuel Bigger , J uly 22, 
1841, and has served all the time under 1..:omm ission of 1he J ifft:ren t Gov~ 
ernors since then, except one year s ix months and eighteen days. H is last 
appointment was by ,Ilia ~;xcellency J ames D . W illiaws, for four years from 
F ebruary 8, 1878. 

He ia tho oldest known merchan t now living in the county , who sold 
goods in it at as early a date as J uly, 1835. His life demonstrates his 
strict integrity and high sense of ho.nor . I t is said of h iw , nnd is no doubt 
true, that no man ever lost a minute by his not keeping his engagements. 

Septcwber 3, 1873, he delivered au address on th e fair ground in War­
saw to the old setr.Jers. I t was replete wilh inst ruction, reviewing the past 
iu an able manner. The old settlers praised the effor t, and, to-day, the 
facts are highly prized. 'rhose who know him best love him most. Hon· 
esty, industry and benevolence characterize him. 

COL.JOSEPH B. DODG E 

wos born J une 3, 1830, in Yates County, N. Y. Hia father was an 
eminent minister of the M. E . Church. a is paternal great-grandfather 
and four brothers were soldiers of t he Revolutionary war, and his paternal 
und maternal graodfathers were both soldiers of the war of 18 12. The 
liunily on his father's side came to this country in 1628. J oseph B. 
received a good education. At sixteen, he let& t he H i!(h School for Gene­
see College, at Lima, New York. He only remained t he re one term, how­
ever, as he "got tired of Greek roots and ttlgebra.ic signs, and started off. 
W e next hear of him in Warsaw, Kosciusko Co., Ind., September 11 , 
1848. He found employment in clerking and teaching school during the 
next six years. 

H e was married to Miss Lydia L . Cook, of this county, September 17, 
1!!52. Th<•Y have bad t wo children- daughters . In 1854, be commenced 
a general collection business, in which be cont.ioued with good success until 
October , 1856, when he was elected T reasurer of K osciusko County. B e 
was re-elected in October, 1858. 

He recruited the first company (E, Twelnh I ndiana Volunteer I nfantry, 
April 20 , 1861 ) , raised in this county for the war of th e rebellion, but d id 
not go·in to the service until August 20, 18tH , shor tly aflcr which he was 
appoin ted Lieutenant Colonel of the Thirtiet h Regiment of [ ndiana Volun­
teer Infautry, and, in A pril , 1862, was promoted to the position of Colonel 
of the same regiment. He was subsequently placed in command of the 
fa mous " Second Brig-ade," Second Division, Twentiet)l A rmy Corps, in 
which position be continued nearly two years, during which the t roops 
under his command eaw hard service and won many glorious victories, 
whereby they became farnoua. That Corps and t he Twenty- firat were 

consolidated and formed into the Fourth Corps, in October, 1863, which was 
en~-red in a larg~ number of pitched battles and skirmishC!', commencing at 
Mission Rid;..re , and cndiug in 'fe::us at thl! close• of t he war. T he Colonel 
was never wounded, and never captured but. once, und that during a b::tttle 
aft.er night, and then he captured t he two guards who were placed oYer 
him, and made them conduct him into the lines of t he Un ion army, nod he 
turned t hem OYer to hi :! P rovost Marshal as pr isoners of war! H e was 
always in exposed positione, and during his service had tiCven ho rst!~ shot 
under him. For his daring and ~allantry, he w:ls hi~h ly complimcnt c-d nnd 
recommended for promot ion by Gen. Buell after th ~ huttl t! of S hi loh, und 
by Gen. R osecrans, after t he batt.lcs of S tone River aru.l Chickamauga. 'We 
learn that. he bad doubts us to his ability to learn the dutie..; of' a sold ier, 
but h is career shows that he not only learned to obey, which is the first 
duty of a Fold ic.r, whether in the ranks or among: the commissioned, and he 
became a. thorou~b disciplinarian, which , with his. ftu ick percept ion of the 
duty expre&ICd by the oom1llands under which he moved , or t hose implied 
by the situation, ga.ve him rank among t hose who wort hily bore the name 
of gallan t sold iers . 

During his term of service in '1\ •nncsscc. he wus for some time Presi­
dent of the Geueral Court Martial for thu.t dis~rict. R e was mustered out 
at t he cxpiration.of his term of service, September ~9. 186-l. I n 18U5, he 
was cleoted one of t he Directo rs of the Northern Prison nt Michigan Oity, 
and served two years , dur iug whi -::h time a lurf:e amoun t of work wus done 
on the prison build ings. After retu rning from the wnr. he sought t he 
qu iet alone fOund in rura.l pursuiUt; accordingly, we fi nd h im cng:agcd in 
fu.rmjng and the nursery business. H e subsequently oon:icnted to SC'rvc a.s 
a Trustee for W ayne Township, wh ich posiLion he fi lk'<i acceptably f'roru 
1868 to 1872. H e has been connected wi th Lhc K osciusko Cou nty Agri ­
cultural Society from its organization 1 and is P resident of the Society ut 
thjs time. B e has for years been a member of Kosciusko Lodge No. li~ , :md 
of Hackleman E ocampmenL No. 37 , I ndependent Order of Odd F el lows, and 
has been honored wi th the highest positions in t heir gilt. B e is n wan 
of generous impulses, and a favorite umong his ucquaintR nces, aud rll ;UJ ­

i fests his loyalty to t.he Government and devotion to fri emls both liv ing nnd 
dead in t.he most decided manner. 

JAMES WOOD DEN, 

one of the very earliest settlers in the county, wa.sbo~n in Greenbrier County, 
Va., :M:rirch 2, 1805 ; his parents were J ohn and Elizabeth \Vooddcn , who 
moved from Vi rgin ia to Ohio n.nd settled in Darke Coun ty in l S I U. l ' hc 
subject of th is memoir was married to Culharine Swcrrcr ,of Preble Couu ty, 
Ohio, in Marchl 1 8~6, and moved to \ Vayne County, Ind., where be 
remained three yenrs, working at his trade, ruakin:; hats and returned to 
Preble t:oumy, Ohio ; bought. a farm and cultivnted it until 183-J., when ht! 
removed to K osciusko County aud settled ou Section 18, in H arrison 
'l'ownship, where he remained until h is dea th , which occnned December 
9, 1868. H e was eminently fi tted fbr pioneer life, being a powerful wan ; 
he stood s ix feet three inches in his stockin::,TH. H e named t.hc township, 
and was identified with its every interest; und , as will be seen iu the list 
of county offi cers in another part of this work , he was a County Com­
missioner , and us such highly esteemed. 

Bis wife died A ugust 29, 1850: by her he h:\d 6vo child l'<m i he mar­
ried his second wi fe, Cathru-iue C. Lin n, of i\I a.rshall County, [ nd. , in 
December , I 52; by her he had one child. 

H e became a member of the Mcthot.list Church in eptember, 184 1, 
and remained a. consistent nnd zealous mcmUcr up to the ti me of his denth. 

The first post office in Harrison Township was ut his house and he was 
the P ost master. 

The first. election in t.hat township wns held at \.Yoodden '~ . 
It may be well to state that in those dnys, the Indians, chiefly P ot.ta. 

watomies, were numerous thereabouts. Mr. Woodden had acquired t heir 
langnage,and, when disputes arose, so g reat was his infl uence amon~ them, 
that he wa.s chosen the arb iter, and they ucccpted his decision as fi nal. 

H e became a member of t he I ndependent Order of Odd F ellows, 
K osciusko Lodge, o. 6~ , at Warsuw, in 1851 i wru~ oft.cn in att.cndance, 
al though ha,ring to travel fourteen miles for the pleasure and benefit of 
meeting with his brethren. In J un~, 1 ti2, he was elected Secreta ry of 
the Lodge, and fill ed successively the chniro of V . G. and N. G. , and was 
elected and served as Grttnd R epresentat ive of th o:: Grnud Lodge of I ndiana, 
at the May session, 1864 . 

H e Wl\8 made a member of the Order of }l'rce and Accepted Masons, 
W arsaw Lodge, No. 73 , on the 17th of December, 1858, and was advanced 
to the sublime degree of' a MllSter Mason. 

H e d ied a highly respected member of society and an honored wember 
of the Order. of Odd Fellows and Masons. 

. HON. DAVID RrPPEY. 
BY CO L. J. 0. DOOOS. 

H on. David R ippey was born in Warren County, Ohio, on the 23d of 
September , 1807 . The nex t year , his parents moved to Franklin County, 
in what was t hen the Territory of Indiana. M r. R ippey's father was a. 
farmer, and he WllS early trained to habi ts of industry. In those days, the 
only school privileges attainable to the . maj or ity of the rising generation 
consisted of short terms of "subscripti<io 8chools," as t hey were called. 
The length of the term, the acquirements of the t-eacher a nd the improve· 
went. of the scholar were all alike unknown quantit ies, so tl.Jtl t David had 
but slender oppo.rtunities for acquiring lore from books ; but what he wa.s 
able to acquire, in connection wi th the hard , solid con1mon sense, of wh ich 
he had o. surprising amount, enabled him to succeed, whcl'e persous of 
more learning but less sense would have i~nominiously fililcd. H e was 
united in marriage wi th Miss R ebecca A nn Catey , of Wayne County, Ind., 
on Lhe 1st day of November, 1827 . She departed th ia lifu October 19, 
1851, lamented by all who k new her. She was Lhe mother of ten child ren, 
seven of whom are still living: H enry C. is J udge of the County Cour t of 
Leon Counoy, Fla.; Mary J. is the wife of Robert B. Long, of th is county ; 
W illiam J ., who is a wealLhy farmer io Iowa ; Charles D ., who is the 
owner of the Mplendid farm and homest.ead his fo~.ther formerly owned, 
adjoining the town of Leesburg ; Samuel E ., who is in the cattle bu.siness 
in Idaho; Louis.'L M., wbo is the wife of W illiaw Zimmerwafi , Esq ., of 
Leesburg, and J ohn M., who owns a fin e farm a couple of miles east of 
Leesburg , aud is one of our most energetic fh.rmers. It will be seen from 
this statement that the fumily, although widely scattered, must have had 
early lessons that have produced good fruit. Mr. Uippey was again mar­
r ied on the 2d day of September, 1853, to Mrs. Emily H odg.,, who still 
survives. Mr. Rippey was among the very first settlers of this county, and 
his strong common sense and sterling honesly carr ied him at once to the 
front. A t the fi rst election held in this county, in 1836, he was elected 
one of the Oount.y Comm issioners, and he was re-elected to the same office 
in 1839, in 1842 and in 1861 , each t.ime for a term of three yeara. B e 
was ~ted os R epresentative of Lhia county in the Stale Legislature in 



184S. In addition to these poaitions, he ,. .. elected Truotee or his to'wt>­
ohip whenever he could be prevailed on to accept the office, which be did 
a number of times. In all the various public poaitions he hdd, and in all 
the private trusts that were confided to him, be proved fai thful ; no one 
was e<er deceived or betrnyed by him. H e was thnt noblet!t work of God 
-an honest man. He came to thi! county in April, 18;~5, nnd pre· 
emptcd the tract of land known for years as the " Rippey rurm ," ndj oi t.ing 
tht! town of Leesburg, where he lived u ntil May, 1871 , when hl! mo,·td 
to Warsaw, where he died on the 14th of F c'-l ruary, 1874, iu the .. ixty­
rteventh year of his age, respected bv all who knew him. l:l e wa~ admitted 
to the M. E . Church March a, 1 86~ , and was a fuitbful member of the 
Churtb at the time of his death . H e wntt initint.cd as a member of Let-s­
burg !,odge, :-<o. 181, Free and Accepted Masons, December 19 , 1855. 
On his removal to W ursaw, he wtthdrew from h1s old Lod~c and became a 
member of Warsa~v Lodge, No. 73, F . & A. M., July 26, 1871 , and was 
an honored mciDbcr of that organization at the time of his decease. 

JOgL LONG ( DEO"ASED), PLAI N TOWNSHIP. 

J oel Longo WM one of the pioneers of V an Buren Township ; one who 
entered its wild~ with the " u.d vancc ~uard of civilization," and lived many 
years within the terri10ry which he and his cotempornries were instru­
mental in developing and impro,•inJ;. H e was born in March, 1797, in the 
State of Virginia, and wa." rea red to fa rm li fe, and u.ccustorued to lnbo.r 
from his youth. 

At the age of' HixWcn ycarH, ho remo\'l!d, with his parents, to Jackson 
County, Ohio, where he rt!mained until be atta ined his majority. 

At the age of' twcn!y-one years, he mnrr:ed Miss J ane Boggs, sister of 
A. H . Bof:!b'M, of this county, and continued to reside in Jackson County, 
Ohio, for a period of eight ycar.i there:Jt.er , at the e:nd of which time he 
removed to Henry County, [nd .. making his home in that county un til 
1835. I n that year, he came to K osciusko County, and settled in Van 
Buren 'fownship, where he con tin ued to reside until 1867. In that year, 
h<! removed to Lcesbuf'f..;, and there made his home until his decease, in 
September, 181;9. 

H e was twice married ; hi:~ fi rst wife died in 1839, and a. few years 
later be manied .Mn;. Kby, wh~? ~til l survives, and now resides with her 
d.ugl1tcr, in WarKu \V . 

He w UH one whom every one respected and honored ; wns a man of sound 
jud}!mcnt. antl firm prin cipl~, and, in 1836, wn.>t chosen by the residents of 
Lhis district to rcprcseut them in the Stnte Legislature-a posit1on which 
he filled with honor to himself, and satisfaction LO his ooosti tuenta. Hita son, 

ROBE RT B. LONG, 

was born May 4, 1831, in H eury Cou nty, Ind., !lnd came with his parents 
to Kosciusko Coun ty nt t lw nge of' fo ur years. H e attended the cumruon 
school in the ncighborl1ood of his .homc, where he acquired a good English 
t.od uc:utiun. Out of sch0\1l hourd, a larJ!e por tion of his time was spen i. in 
~i~tin~ his fath er at the necessary labors of the farm. 

lu 185 1, he wal:' uni ted in m::. r riage with :\ i~s Mary J . R ippey, daugh­
ter of Duvid Hippcy, J;;sq. , of this cvun ty , :md in the fOllowing year pur­
chased n filrm of' fOrty acres in V nn B ureu Township, whC"rc he made h is 
'' start in the world. 11 f-I ll cuntiuued to re~:~idtJ upon this la tm until 187-l, 
durin~ which time he made many substant ial impro\•emcnts. 

In 1873, he purchased the farm near Leesburg, upon which lie now 
rc~id 1..'1:1, und in the snme ycur ~ rected his r rcbent handso me residence, to 
which he removed h is f8m ily in 1874. 

He hus alwayt~ been a tiller of the soil , in which occupntion he fi nds 
'hi:J chief dcli~;ht j and in conneCL iou with thhl, hna been extensively engaged 
iu raisin~ and sellin g- fine cattle. Th ese occupations, while quite congcuinl 
to him , have also proved of fin nneia.l profit. , and by close attention to busi­
u~, he has uruassed a hand:!Omc fortune. 

· He is not a polit id nu i uml, '!-!though he has tq~ated ly b1..'f: ll urged to 
accept county offices, h~ iuvari..1(,Jy declinOO th~ proffered honor. 

H e has l.!vcr been a. generous fri end to 1he honest poor, and n liberal 
tmpporter of cntcrpri..scg, havin~, for their oLjccl, the advancement of t he 
county 's interest.~ . During his long residence in this county, he has gttined 
ru:my friends , who are unanimous in pronouncing him a mnn of ir reproach­
able integrity and honor. 

Illl tAl\! li A ... T~. 1:'1u .. a11! 'l'u\I·No3BH·. 

Hiram l h11, t;On of Sawul•i D. nnd r .. t,hl·rinu H all , WlUI born October 
~2 , l S:W, iu Harrison County. Va ll e ntme t.o K•;sciusk-c, Co tnty with 
his pnri'Dt.s when but ci~h t ycnl"l:-1 uf :lgt!1 and pnssed hiR .vout.lt ful days nmid 
scenes of piouccr li fe wh ~~h sun uu nded hi home. II is · 'Jucntiunsl privi­
lcgCl:l wcro li mi ted Lo a 11 hort term during thd winter at u. neighboring lrtg 
schoolhouse ; but1 by 1:.o..relnl al.udy in Ieist huurs, he prepared b1 d f . 
for a mMc lld\·tmced courijc, and, at the .g renty-two yeats u t.er~l 
Frauk lin Collc-gn , where he remained durh1g thl' fall and winter , and sub· 
sequcntly cngo~c>d as" scl10ol tenclocr. In C!l.!y childhood, he learned the 
art of fa rminp:, and, a! be reached 1uauhood , the pursuit of that occupal­
tion became hi! fixed choice. H is thorough knowJedge of the art ha.'! ena­
bled him to make a SUl.'OOSS of h~ callios, and he is accoun ted one of t.l1 1 

we~lthicst fi1rmcrs ot' t.be Low L! o;bip in wbi.::b ht: resides; December 2 1, 
1851 , he wn• u nited in mnrriage with Mi., Cnssi A. P owell , d• ugloter of 
John and Dorothy P o.-ell , of this county 

H e hns trnTClcd extensively in th ·3 IT nit d Stutes, b !lvin~ vieitcd vari­
ous portions of Wisconsin and I ov·a, ard stoo•l upon 30me of the places in 
Virginia made memorable n~ tho fie lds t1f t, "t tl during the late rebellion . 
In 1 ~i6, he Yisited the Ccntenninl E xpo&iloun &t Philadelphia, alsc Balti­
more, W ashiup::ton, Harper's Ferry, anti ot"er placP.s of interest, and, in 
1878, mndc nn extended oour thro•1gh Mn.souri and Kansa.q, 

H e h .. gained by •~pnriec ce, a ~r...,ti col knowledge of the world, and 
his memory is Htored wi th mu\:h useful in format ion. 

As a member of the United B rctbr n Church, be has lived a consistent 
life, and hn., ever been a geuerons eontributur to t he maintenance of relig­
ious institutions. His wife is a member of the same denomination, and au 
earnest laborer in the cause of religion. 

Both arc widely known , and universally respected. 

CRAWFORD KNOWLES, YfAYNE TowNs Hn•. 

Crawford Knowles was born July 16, I SllO, in the State of Pennsylva­
nia. In 183~, he removed wi~h his father's family to Ohio, ond two years 
later, came with them to K osciusko Conntv, Ind. 

He w•s early instructed in t.hc detai ls -of f.rm labor , and proved him­
. oelf of valuable service to his father, by a3Sisting him in t he porformance 
of hi• daily duties, and relieving him of much care and responsibility. 

March 1, 1R51, be ,. .. unioed in matria!!ll with Miss Mary Park.er , 
daughter of J ohn and Mary Parker. H o cont inued to ,..,ide at the old 
homeiltcad, nod, fte \•cral yea~ aft f' r his :narrin;;e, asscmcd the managemtnt 

PERSONAL SKETCHES. 
and control of the farm, and the support of his parente. This trust he 
faithfully performed durin!( their life. His mother died April 11 , 1858 ; 
h is fa ther survived until March 24, 1876, when he, too, was called from 
earth . P ossess ing a thorough knowledge of the ar t ot' farming, and, being 
unfamiliar with other occupa.dons, the subject or t his sketch always c~n­
fined },is attention to that ur t, Hrt<l never coguge J in speculations or um·crtain 
enterpritfCS of' any kind i aud, by his ci<Jse al.tt'ntton t.-1 that wi th which h~ 
was most lamiliar , and his prudent lli lmagcrnent of hi~ income, St•cur('d a 
competence in worldly ~"'O<ls, ami, at the time of l1is sudden deceaSe, left. 
to his family u. vaJu "' blo and unincumbered estate. His fionncial su t:ccss 
i:i the mnre CtHumendnble from the fact that be assumed control of his 
fu. t her's ebtato in th ii couuty at a tim~ \Vhen it was mortgaged for its full 
value i and, in addition ro maintainin~ h is parents, and prO\•iding for the nec­
essary expenses, he discharged the entire i ndebtednes.~ of the farm within a 
tew years . H e felt a lo,•o fbr the cultivation of the S\Ji l, and t·nlcreJ into 
h is labor wi th enthusiastic cneFgy, to which was doublk"SK due his success. 

He was highly esteemed wherever knuwQ, aud no one1 perhnps, uvcr 
pnasessed murc fully the confidence and respect of his follow-men. H e 
wus never a politician, and never served in a public capacity ; but be was a. 
man of influence and markod nbility1 nnd would have graced a.ny coun ty 
offi ce, had his incl inativns led him to seck it. 

H e w"' a member of the Odd Fellows' fraterni ty, and his memory will 
long be cherished by his brethren of K osciusko Lodge, No. 6 ~. 

I n all the wal ks of life, and in al l hi• dealings with men, h e estotb· 
lishcd an imperishn.ble reputation as a mao of integrity and honor. 

His wedded life was blessed by six children, viz.: Irena, Alias P ., 
Elias N ., Amanda J ., Lura A . and Cbnrlcs, of whom Lura A. and Charles 
alone now survive. 

WILLI AM C. STEPHENSON. 
UY COL. J. 8 . DOUOE. 

W as born in J ackson Coun ty, Ohio, n the 6th day of March , 183 1. 
His paren ts were originally from Vir~inia, and were industrious, honest and 
thrifty people. There arc but few t hat have lived in t his coun ty tor 
twenty years or over but remember amuel Stcphe0.9on, th,c fath er of 
William C., tt man wl1o was uuiversally r~pected. He removed to this 
county in October, 1834, about two years before t he organization of the 
couu ty, and, consequently, was one of' the very fi rst settlers. H e com­
menced ruaking an improvement on a trnct of land in what is now Van 
Buren Township, and when, two yea\'8 afterward , as the resul t of a treaty 
made wi th the P ottawatomie Indians, t he land in t his coun ty was thrown 
open to entry, be purchased it of the Government. The subj ect of Lhis 
sketch is to-day one of the very oldest settlers of this county living. 
' Vben he came to what is now Kosciusko Coun ty, it was thickly inhabi ted 
by India ns. The "trail ," or I ndian road. from the Iudiao village:3 near 
where l~t."l()Sbu rp;, Galveston and Monoquet nre now, to the villages u.t t he 
upper end of Bone Prairie, aud nl!ar where Syr.1euse is, passed acrOFa his 
!lither's farm, thus making it a promiui!nt high way, and, lOr a number of 
years, it is sn.fe ·to say , he MaW t.en [ndia.ns to where he saw one whiLe per­
son. 'rhe children of pioneers were early traioed to perform the labor 
necessary to d ear up lauds, aud ra.ise suffic ient grain nnd vegetables for 
food, ::a nti \ViiJiam was no ex ception. Facilitiea for gaining an education of 
<~ DY kind were, as a mutter of uccesBity , a..lmost un known, and, when be, 
aft.cr arrivin~ almost to manhood, mastered the mysteries of readinJ', writ­
iug and tlri thmctic, he, fJr t he opportunities he had, did well . On the 1s t 
uay of J anuary, 1853, he married Miss E meline H ayden, daug hter of 
J ohn W. Hayuen, now uf Ft. \\'ayne, formerly of W !ll!hington Township 
in this county, nod they star ted out on the voyage of' li fe. About three 
ye<~J'S after, while living in Plain Township, he had the misfortune t.o lose 
h is coo ire personal ptoporty hy fire, and be fou nd himself with nothing in 
the world except the clo! hes he and his wife had on, and a pair · of horses, 
a wagon nnd hurness. Nothing daunted by t.hia, they at. once resolved to 
redouble thei r exer tions. He then bou~b t a. tract. of l:.md in P rairie Town­
ship, in the Ll1 ick woods, mos'.ly on credit, nod remained there about seven 
yc<lr81 during which timo he cleared up a fin e farm and erected good build­
ings. During the time he lived on that far m, he had the great misfortune 
to lose his wifl! b.v death, and, about fourteen months after ward, he was 
married to J\J iss Frances Dunlap, who only survived n little over teo 
wonths, lea .,. ing her husband nnd one child, Emma 11'., to mourn their loss. 
On the 12th day of April , I 60, he w as agsin united in marriage to Miss 
Snrab Engle. 'r hcy have one child , a son, E lton W. In 1862, Mr. 
Stephenson sold bi::i fa rm in .Prairie Township, and purchased the f..'U'm of 
James Ervin in P lain Township, which farm he !!Old in 1869, and pur­
chased the filrm of Moses E merson, two n.nd a hal f miles southwest of 
War&iw, comprising 160 acres of the very best, of lnnd, and on which he 
now resides. H e i ~ a member of Kosciusko Lodge, No. 62, and of 
Hackleman Encampment, No. 37, Indepooo dent Order of Odd Fellows, and 
has filled the highest posit ions tp be attained in either. He is also a mem­
ber of Lake City Lodge, No. 371 , ~1·ee and Accepted Masons. 

ANDREW J ACK SON BA'l'ES, EsQ., 

was born January 15, 1830, in Sarah!vi lle , Noble Co., Ohio, then 
o part of Guernsey Cou nty. His parents were Iaaac Clark B ates and arab 
(nee P owell) . His father was f,md of the chase, and led a nomadic life, 
nnd acted as a spy for the United States Government during the struggle of 
1790, •ucceeding the llevolu;iod. H e left Ohio in 1834, and settled ncar 
Marion , Grant Co., lud., nnd, in April , 1835, removed to Kosciu~ko 
County. As might be expected, t he educntional advantnges enjoyed by his 
children were very limited. The subject of this memoir had to struggle for 
the education be obtained, by walkin~ from two and a-half to three miles to 
school, nnd then had no opportunity to attend, except during the win ter, 
and generally only every other winter at that. H e attended school as 
opportuni ty afforded, until about six teen years of age. It is well to pause 
here and consider the true grit, the dogged determination that our subj ect 
manifested iu those dark days. No gao-ligbte, nor kerosene, nor candles to be 
had. Under such circumstancell it "is more than probable that the maj ority of 
boya of hi• age would have sought any other pursuit or past ime than books. 
Not so with Andrew. At the olose of the day's labor for his widowed 
mother, be proeurod shell-bark, and made sufficient ligh t to sec to read, and 
there, aometimes until the midnight hour, in the pursuit of knowledge under 
difficulties, be would study the few books at his command, and when his 
teacher could not help him, which was not o.n unc.1mmon occurrencet he 
would seek out a neighbor who could ; and in that way m .. t.ered the subj ect 
of arithmetic and other brooches sufficiently to be qualified as a scbool­
t.eocber, which position he was engoged to fill . H e also became a good 
speller, and was known a.~t such wherever t here was a spelling match. 

In 1854, be came to Warsaw, • nd attended Mrs. J ane Cowen's Sem­
inary, where, for several years, he spent the Rpring terms. He taught school 
during winter, and worked at farm ing da.ring summer, after leaving school. 
Hia inclinations in the directioo of an occa.patioo were not very decided. 
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H e, however, generally aougbt the counsel and company of the aged, find­
ing in their society more pleasure than in the frivolities of youth. Avoid­
ing bad company, he bas tried to lead a pure life: H e spent most of his 
tiwe farmin;r, until 1862 , when he entered the U nited States Army as a pri­
vate soldier in Company C, Fourth Indiana Cavalry. He was detailed with 
his comrnny to do escort duty for Gen. Lew. Wallace, then guarding the 
city of Cindnnati , OIJio, against t he threatened invasion of the rebel Gen­
eral Brae:~· After t he retreat. of t he Confederat es. be WRS sent with his 
company on b"llnrd du ty , abou t fifteen miles in K entucky. There l1e was 
taken )Jl'i~ne r, bu t. was paroled soon :tfte.r, and returned home. February 
11, 1 G::l , he was un ited in mnrria~e with Miss Elizabeth Wheeler, a very 
estimable l•dy, daught er of R ev. Lyman T . and Margaret Wheeler. Her 
fathtr , K minister of t he M. N. Church , and herself u devoted Christian. 
The ceremony was performed at ' Varsaw. This union was blessed by seven 
childr('n. of whom only l\la r~arot J., i'ol u. ttie and Mabel now sunrh•e. 

On the 2Zd day of February, 18 03, he returned to his coonp·lUy, then 
serving on esoort. duty at Milliken's Bend, La., nnd remained with them 
duri ng the campaign of V icksburg. After its surrender, he was again 
placed on scouting duty, and 1 in t:ousequence of filtig uing murches, his 
health became impaired, und he was sent to the hospital at Louisville, Ky. 
On accouu t. of ill -healt h, he wus di.iChnrgcd from the sen• icc iu June, 1865. 

In February, 185-1- , he was converted and united with the Baptist 
Church at Warsaw. Soon afwr un iting: wilh the Church, he was elected a 
Dc;u.:on: and still occupies that posh ion. His wife is a member of the same 
Church. 

PoliLically , he was classed with the 'Whigs, although he wus OC\'er an 
n.ctive poli tician. S ince the organization of t.he Republic3n party, he has 
been identi fied wi th it. H e was uhv:\ys opposed to slavel'y, though not an 
A l>olitionist. 

His connection with public offi ce has been confined to the office of 
Justice of the P eace, to which he was fir~ t elected D ccmbcr 22, 1855 , and 
has held that position continuously, cxco}J t. du ring the period of his absence 
in the army. This lom~-continued service in oue capacity is n. forcible 
exprcssiun of the confi dence enter tained for him by his filllow-citizcns. 
Good men of all parti~ have united in. offering to him this recognilion of 
meri torious services. He is well read in the low, and his decisions are 
souud ; but few of them lt:w ll ever bl.'cn rcvcr:;cd or appealed to a higher 
court. ll is leb"tll ab ili r.y was recognized by tb~ bar of Kosciusko Coun ty, 
and, on the ~G th dny of' December, 1 731 he was ndmitt.\!U as ll member of 
tbnt body. 

He became a member of \Varsttw l.odge, No. 7~ , A ., F. & A. M ., 
September 3~ , l Si I ; passed to the middle chamber October 6, I 71 , and 
1vos raised to the •ublime degree of Master Mason October 27 , 187 1. H e 
has filled some offi cial position ever since, and, fOr the past two years, has 
served as "\-V. M. H e has a deep appreciation of tho beauties of' Masonry, 
nnd is one ul' the tuO t zealous and act ive members of the Order. 

As the business man, he has al ways been upright. nod honorable; and , 
as I he citil.Cn, hns a\ ways enjoyed the confidence of the I.!Otumuuity. 

A. II . BOGGS, P UA!RIE TOWNSHIP. 

Andrew Hamil ton Bogo~ was born March 7. 1 21, in Jackson County 1 

Oh io. His parents, . Andr('w and Suf!anna lluwcn Bog~, were natives of 
Greenbrier County, Va. They came to Indiana at an en.rly day, where the 
father served as J usti <.'C of the Peace, in thP. counties of Uelaware and 
"Blackford, and m bsequcmly as one of the Associate J udg<·S of Blackford 
Coun ty. Both parents WCl'<~ meml.cr.i of t.hu i\'lntltodis t Npiscopal Church. 

Their son enjoyed very limited cduc~1ti on al ad\'anwgc.s iu childhood, 
acquiring his l!ducation in later yca.l'll Ly individual effort. H is earliest 
educalion Wil.S in the art of furming ; and , when but a mer!! child, he was 
able to perform t\ lmost any part of the labor incident to farm life. One of 
h i~ earliest aspi rations was, to own a fill'm and be an independent farm er ; 
and every step in his life was taken with that end in view. 

I n 1825, he removed wi th his parants to Wayne County, Ind. , where 
he resid t!d ten years, assisting his fa ther to clear and cult ivate a farm. In 
March , 1 53, he came with his brother to K osciusko County, and locatcJ 
in t he township where he now resides. H e first engug-cd as a fu. rru-lnbnrcr, 
husbanding cnrefully his earnings, and remained thu~ 1.! 111 ploycd , unti l he 
had accuwulnted a. suffi c:ient amount LO purchase a faru1. This uccom­
plishcU. he entered upon the labor of tlcaring·wi lh g r ·a t carnCSIIH!$; an cl 
by his indust rious ln.bors , has since been nbl l! to realize the dream of hi ~ 
youth. B e is the possessor of n fi ne farm, well i111pro\•ctl and well ~lock ed , 
and is recog nized as one of the sub fantial farmers of Lhis coun ty. 

December 14, 1843, he was unit ed in marri1l!!C wi th ;\l i&; Ma.rtha A. 
'rhomas, a native of Union County, Ind. T his u'n ion w 11 Llcssed by nine 
eblldren, viz.: Ach aS., \Vny ne1 John L., L ucinda, Samuel, Olin Lon, J un­
uic, H a.rvey n. and H.ozeana. 

WILL IA M DAVIS, S EWARD 'l'OWNSHIP. 

Wi11iam, son of J ames L. and Ma ry Garvin Dllvi~, was born in t he 
yenr 1820, in F airfield County, Ohio. l n 1835, he came with his p:trculs 
to K osciusko County. '!'bey settled iu Pruirie 1'ownshi p, wht.:rc t he tiUb­
j cct of this sketch grew to manhood, and where lhc f11ther continued t.o 
reside until his de~ease, in 1870. . 

\Vill iaw Davis is one who has literally 11 g rown up with the C')untry." 
H e was n. lad, fifteen years of age at the time of his arrival , and being 
young and strong, was a prominent. participant in the " wood choppings " 
nod other labors incident to pioneer li fe. His educational priv ileges were 
limited j but a naturally bright i1itellcct, assisted by patient researches in 
later years, placed him fa.r above the level of t he u neducntcd. 

He was married, in 1844, to ~f iss Margaret, daughter of Samuel and 
Catharine Magner , of Fl'anklin Township, th is couut.y. 'rhiB union was 
blessed by five chi ldren, viz.: Amos ~1. , John M., Algernon S., Arthur 
W . and Florence R .- all of whom arc ,living , save one. 

In 1850, Mr. Davis purchased the farm upon which he now resides, 
and upon which he hns effected many improvements. Tbe most ardent 
desire of his youth was to possess a. fArm; and every penny was saved with 
that end in view, and all honorable meu.us employed to accomplish his 
purpose. 

In 1864, his wife died j later in the same year he was a second time 
married, choosing, for his companion. Miss Margaret , daughter of David and 
Julia A . Vandemark, of Harrison Tow11Ship, who bore h:m five children, 
viz. : Emma A ., 0 Lis B ., Cora W., J ul ia and William B. 

Iu 1 48, Mr. Davis became a member of the Independent Order of. 
Odd Fellows, and potssed through the various degrees of the subordinate 
Lodae to the rank of Past Graud. 

In politics be is a R epublican ; in religion, Liberal. B e is a cordial 
friend to public improvements , :md oe\'er withholds his encouragement 
from enterprises, having, for their object, the good of the community. A 
man who occupies a hig h social posit.ion, and is respected and honoerd by 
all who ~now him. 
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